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by Harriet Malinowitz 


I come from one of the ethnic back- {/ 


grounds in this country in which food 
equals love. “Ess, ess, mein kindt’ (Eat, 


Valley W 


Forbes Library 
Northampton, MA 01060 


wall 


eat, my children) is the Jewish mother's | 


traditional exhortation believed to con- 
tain the emotional nourishment of a 
thousand hugs and kisses. Thus it is 
with particular pain that I note the pres- 
ent difficulties of the Amherst Food 
Coop, of which I have been a member 
for three years, which has been in exist- 
ence since 1971, and which has brought 
home to its members the notion that 
what you eat and how you get it are 
matters involving community, loyalty, 
and commitment-- inevitably, matters of 
love. 

The coop’s two full-time managers, 
Beth Kilduff and Madilyn Engvall, feel 
‘that the financial troubles currently 
threatening the coop arise at least in part 
from the political climate which has 
been clarified by the Reagan election. 
Started ten years ago in someone's gar- 
age, the coop was originally tied in with 

the ideology of the time-- dissatisfaction 
with the government and a determina- 
\igu that people be more in charge of 
heir own lives. The decision of some 
members of the community to take food 
purchasing into their own hands was 
part of a broader effort in New England 
to be regionally self-sufficient Says 
Madilyn Engvall, “There was a desire to 
pull away from enormous businesses 
that could determine what was on your 


table and to instead have money re 
cycled within a smaller radius. Peupie 


preferred to deal with an institution the 


PP rx . 
Madilyn and ag at the Amherst Food Co-op. 


could see and talk to.” Another out- 
growth of the burgeoning coop move- 
ment was Western Mass Coops, now 
AFC's umbrella organization, which be- 
gan in AFC’s basement and currently 
covers 140 anti-profit buying groups, 
including collectively owned restaurants. 

The heyday of the Amherst Food 
Coop was in 1975. Since then, member- 
ship has been slowly declining. ‘Last 
year it dropped quite a bit “It’s partly 
due to the intense supermarket compet- 
ition in the area,” says Madilyn. “Price 


Battered Women’s Week 


-CETA. Cuts Hurt Shelter 


by Jane Sanders 


Womanshelter/Companeras has lost 
funding for five of their eight staff due to 
.CETA cutbacks in the first wave of 
Reagan economics. The shelter is run- 
ning a campaign to raise funds to keep 
their staff and continue the work they 
Started when they opened in Holyoke 
on December 8, 1980. Since then, they 
have assisted over 300 women and child- 
ren with legal help, counseling, support 
groups, child care, emergency shelter 
and their 24-hour hotline. The CETA 
staff was responsible for virtually all of 
the direct-services at the shelter. Three 
of the staff members who were laid off 
are former battered women. 
The shelter is hoping that individuals 
from the women’s community will come 
forward to help them through this crisis. 
lo) are encouraging groups to help 
with fundraising and individuals and 
businesses to make contributions. The 
shelter estimates that they need to raise 
$67,000 in the next few months to con- 
tinue to meet the needs of abused wo- 
men and their children in the greater 
Holyoke community. Please contact 
Womanshelter/Companeras at 536-1629. 
Their address is P.O. Box 6099, Holyoke, 
Ma. 01041. 


Battering Week 


March 7-15 marked Statewide Com- 
munity Education Week on Battering. 
Events took place across the state to 
draw attention and raise public con- 
sciousness regarding the issue of woman 
abuse. The week was sponsored by the 
Mass. Coalition of Battered Women Ser- 
vice Groups. 

Western Mass. contibuted a great deal 
to this important event. The week began 
with a Discussion of Woman Abuse on 
“92 Alive” a local television talk show. 
The show featured Tish Sinclair from 
NELCWIT in Greenfield, Lisa Lightman: 
from Womanshelter/Companeras and 
Nancy Lyman from HERA in Springfield. 

On Tuesday, March 10th, Woman- 
shelter/Companeras sponsored a Com- 
munity Forum on Battering, where they 
showed two films, followed by a discus- 
sion. HERA sponsored a Panel Discus- 
sion on Battering with Emerge, a men’s 
counseling center in Boston. NELCWIT 
and Hegira followed on Thursday with 
similar community forums. 

On Friday, March 13, -simultaneous 
noontime anti-pornography demonstra- 
tions took place in Greenfield, Amherst 
and Springfield The Community Edu- 
cation Week on Battering came toa close 
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food.” A January, 1981 price comparison 
1 of AFC with area supermarkets, how- 
ever, has shown AFC to offer substantial 
savings of 20 to 25 per cent. And in 
| order to more completely meet mem- 
bers’ needs, the coop has been expanding 
its offerings to include items such as 
fresh fish fillets from the Gloucester Fish 
Cooperative, chicken, and paper and 
} cleaning products. 
. Beth Kilduff feels that there’s not e- 
1] nough recognition of how political food 
: is. “Even people who seem to be very 
politically committed and aware often 
€\] aren’t members of food coops because 
NX they don’t see them as revolutionary ora 
Sy) radical alternative to supermarkets,” she 
af? says. “Yet there’s a real effort in food 
| coops to educate people around the 
| issues of food-- where the food comes 
| from, what kind of conditions it’s grown 
S| under, trying to offer nutritious food, 
= | and making a real commitment to sup- 
“D} port local agriculture-- that’s been a 
| stated goal of the coop since it started.” 
| Beth says that she went into Price 
~ Chopper during the height of the fall 
harvest here in the Valley and found 
onions, potatoes, and butternut squash 
all trucked in from New York State, 


f 


Chopper moved in. Read their ads-- it’s 


impossible for us to meet their prices on 
the things that they feature each week as 
specials. They feature loss leaders to get 
people in the store and buy whatever it 
is theyre featuring that week-- you know, 
bananas at 4 Ibs. for a dollar-- we can’t 
buy them in the market in Boston for 
that price-- but if you sell them for that 
price, people will come for bananas and 
buy other things as well With fuel 
prices increased, people don’t want to 
drive to a lot of different places to buy 


with Adrienne Rich reading her poetry 
at a benefit for Necessities/ Necesidades. 


The week was considered very suc- 
cessful by all who participated. The 
many women who worked hard to see 
this week come about should be con- 
gratulated for the fine jobs they did. 
Special thanks goes to Margo Smith of 
the Mass. Coalition of Battered Women 
Service Groups. 


You can’t beat a woman. It’s against 
the law. 


These words have been true since 
July, 1978, when the Massachusetts Leg- 
islature passed the Abuse Prevention 
Act. Under this law, any adult or minor 
who has been abused by a household 
member can receive protective orders 
from the court without paying a filing fee 
or needing the help ofa lawyer. Passage 
of this law was a big step toward enabling 
battered women to live violence-free 
lives. 


But the Abuse Prevention Act has had 
inconsistent success as a remedy for 
violence in the home. Those who work 
with the law believe it would be more 
effective if some clarifying amendments 
were added to the original legislation. A 
group of shelter workers, attorneys, trial 


turn to page 14 


Adriennce Rich Spoke at a 
Necessities/Necessidades Bene- 
fit. Iris Young gives her im- 
pressions on page 10. 


Controversy over the East Coast 
Women’s Music Festival on 
pages 12-13. 


Sexual Harassment Examined 
by Jackie Sperry on Page 6 


Aya shares her trip to a confer- 
ence for lesbians of color on 
Page 7 


Collegian Occupatien remem- 
bered by Maureen Carney on 
page 16. 


where Price Chopper’s headquarters are, 
She also found carrots from California 
which were cheaper than locally grown 
carrots. The farms in California are for 
the most part run by large corporations, 
frequently at a loss, to be used as tax 
write-offs. “They can afford to send 
produce all the way across the country 
and still sell it for less than a local farmer 
can sell it for and still make a living,” 
Beth says, “At the coop, we try to make 
turn to page 4 
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Women Protest Dowry 
Murders 


More than 150 women, menand child- 
ren marched through the streets of New 
Delhi, India last month protesting “the 
blight of dowry” and the resulting dow- 
ry murders, 30 of which have occurred 
for far this year. 

Ina country where women’s freedom 
to contribute to the family income is so 
limited that in order to enter into mar- 
riage they must be accompanied by a 
dowry, young women with inadequate 
dowries are doused with kerosene by 
their in-laws and then set afire. More 
than 500 young women were burned to 
death in 1980. 

Sarala Mudgil, head of the wife pro- 
tection society, led demonstrators to the 
New Delhi homes of several families in 
which young women have been mur- 
dered, where they chanted and mourn- 


ed for the dead women. 
Michaelann 


(If there are any Indian women who have information on 
this, we would be glad for clarification.) 


Pope ‘Celebrates’ 
Women’s Day 


While 10,000 women marched 
through Rome in celebration of Inter- 
national Women’s Day, Pope John Paul 
II marked the day by vowing that “the 
Church will protect the dignity of every 
woman and prays for the personal and 
social dignity of all women.” 


Meanwhile, many of the 10,000 wo 
men were denouncing the church's treat- 
ment of women and its stand against 
legalized abortion. The church, working 
with the anti-abortion Movement for 
Life, is attempting to repeal a 1978 law 
that permits abortion on demand for 
women over 18. 
Marching Italian women also carried 
signs showing support for their sisters in 
El Salvador. 


Michaelann 


Third World Life — 
Expectancy Lags 


Life expectancy rates in Third World 
countries are levelling off 20 years be- 
low the rate in so-called developed 
countries, as shown by a slowing of the 
decline in death rates over the past two 
years. In some nations, including Sri 
Lanka and Bangladesh, the death rate 
has actually increased. 

71 is the average life expectancy in 
developed countries as compared with 
53 years in the Third World. 


Michaelann 


Caffeine Dangerous 
for Women? 


Coffee-drinking made the headlines 
recently when a medical study implied a 
link between moderate coffee consump- 
tion (up to three cups of coffee a day) 
and cancer of the pancreas. Researchers 
are unsure whether or not caffeine is the 
culprit, since no such link was found ina 
similar study of tea drinkers. 

But pregnant women might want to 
remember that caffeine, a major ingred- 
ientin coffee, has also been inplicated in 
certain birth defects. Chocolate and cola 
drinks as well as some over-the-counter 


menstrual cramp remedies such as’ 


Pamprin and Midol also contain caffeine. 

Other medical evidence implies that 
women with certain fibrocystic diseases 
of the breast can reduce the severity of 
their symptoms by eliminating caffeine 
from their diets. Until more is known 
about the links between cafeine and a 
woman's health, it might be a good idea 


to limit coffee and tea consumption, 


250,000 Refugees in 
Asian Camps 


Refugees from Vietnam, Laos and 
Cambodia are living out their lives in 
crowded, unsanitary Asian holding 
camps, according to the director of World 
Relief of Nyack, N.Y., achurch-sponsored 
resettlement group. 


While the United States has admitted 
435,000 refugees, and up to 14,000 more 
are legally allowed to enter the U.S. each 
month, far fewer are settled because 
“some people just don’t want to hear 
anything more about the war in South- 
east Asia, and there are not enough 
sponsors,” says Grady T. Mangham Jr. 
Some Americans fear that Asian refugees 
already in this country. 

Mangham says that the news media 
has shown declining attention to the 
problems of refugees. Those waiting in 
Thailand, Malaysia, Hong Kong and else- 
where live in United Nations-run camps 
that are still unliveable after five years of 
existence. The host countries, already 
overwhelmed with crowding and pov- 
erty, don’t want to encourage new 
residents. 


Michaelann 


Valium Linked to 
Breast Cancer 


At least four separate studies point to . 


a link between excessive use of Valium 
(diazepam) with increasing rates of 
breast cancer in women. As many as 70 
percent of all prescriptions for Valium 
a mild tranquilizer popularized in the 
mid-60’s, are written for women com- 
plaining of symptoms such as anxiety or 
nervousness. 

Other side effects of Valium can in- 
clude drowsiness, unsteadiness in gait, 
lightheadedness and confusion. Physical 
and psychological dependence can re- 
sult. (For more info and analysis, see 
Jan.-Feb. 1981 issue: International Journal 
of Women’s Studies.) 

Ellen 


Woman Wins in DES 


Case 


The New York Supreme Court re- 
cently upheld a 1979 jury verdict against 
Eli Lilly and Co. in a suit filed by social 
worker Joyce Bichler of San Francisco. 
Bichler’s mother took the drug, which 
was supposed to prevent miscarriage, 
when she was pregnant with Joyce in 
1953. Bichler subsequently suffered 
reproductive cancer at 18, rare at that 
age, and underwent a radical hysterec- 
tomy.” Bichler claimed that the DES her 
mother took was responsible. 

Eli Lilly is only one of several compan- 
ies that manufactured DES, a synthetic 
estrogen linked in 1971 with a rare form 


“Run for Your Sister's Life’ Marathon: 
Westfield, March 29. Photo by Kathy Kirk 


of vaginal cancer (specifically, vaginal 
adenocarcinoma) in the daughters of 
women who took the drug during 
pregnancy. 


Anywhere from 200,000 to 2,000,000 
women took the drug in the 1940's, 50’s 
and 60’s as a miscarriage preventative, 
although there was no proof that it was 
effective. At least 200 DES daughters 
have developed the fast-spreading vag- 
inal cancer. 


The New York Court of Appeals up- 
held Bichler’s original award of damages 
totalling about $5,000,000. The 1979 
verdict also found that all manufacturers 
of DES share the responsibility for con- 
ducting drug testing; according to trial 
evidence, none of the manufacturers has 
tested the drug on pregnant animals. 


This state level decision opens the 
door for hundreds of other DES cases, 


many still pending in court. Ellen 
en 


185 Athletes Barred 
by Third World 


A Third World list banning 185 ath- 
letes who have competed in pro-apar- 
theid countries is due to be published in 
April by the United Nations Center 
Against Apartheid. The still-growing 
list will bar athletes from 21 countries, 
including the U.S., because they partic- 
ipated in events in South Africa and 
Rhodesia. 


Several anti-apartheid groups have 
been compiling the list for the past year. 
Organizers hope it will force athletes to 
chose between playing in pro-apartheid 
countries or supporting Third World 
countries supporting the ban Last 
month, three British tennis players were 
jailed in Nigeria for 16 hours and then 
deported for playing apartheid nations. 


Hitler Still Supported 


A public opinion poll that the West 
German government found so alarming 
it was kept secret for a year has revealed 
that some young German people look 
back on the years of Hitler's reign asthe 
good old days.” 


Ver Spiegel magazine said that a year- 
long survey by the Sinus Institute of 
Munich discovered that 18 percent of 


‘the voters polled thought that Germany 


had it better under Hitler. A sizeable 
number still support many of Hitler's 
doctrines. 


Chancellor Helmut Schmidt had re 
quested the survey in order to gauge the 
rightist sentiment in his country, where 
anti-semitism has been on the rise. 


Michaelann 


Our Bodies, Ourselves 
Under Attack 


The super-religious wing of the Moral 
Majority, led by ‘Reverand’ Jerry Falwell, 
has specifically cited the women’s health 
classic Our Bodies, Our Selves (OSOB) asa 
book to be banned from classrooms and 
libraries. 

In a find-raising letter mailed in Jan- 


uary, Falwell urged his followers to . 


search schools and libraries for “immoral 
and antifamily” textbooks and to notify 
the Moral Majority when any are found. 

“Do you want your child to choose his 
(sic) values free from any standard of 
right or wrong based on issues like 
premarital sex, extramarital sex, homo- 
sexuality, lesbianism and bisexuality?” 
Falwell asked in the letter. 

OSOB was published in 1970 during 
the advent of the women’s self-help 
movement and has since been twice 
revised and translated into 15 different 
languages. It is frequently used in high 
school and college health courses and 
about 2 million copies have been sold in 
this country alone. 


Ellen 
Women's Pentagon 
Action Continues 


The Women’s Pentagon Action (WPA) 
of November 16 and 17, 1980, has be- 
come an organization of women com- 
mitted to continuing the work of the 
action. Western Mass. women recently 
organized the Evaluation Conference 
that was held on February 28 and March 
1. About 70 women representing the 
many East Coast regions which were 
part of the November action attended 
the meeting at Hampshire College. The 
Action clearly spoke to the political 
priorities of many women who wish to 
continue an affiliation as the Women’s 
Pentagon Action. The Evaluation Con- 
ference was a time for discussion of the 
positive and negative aspects of the 
Action, as well as an opportunity to look 
at the future of the WPA as a group. 

The evaluation was conducted both in 
general discussions and in specific topic 
areas. Some of the major concerns for 
evaluation were pre-planning/organiz- 
ing, racism at the action, Monday/Sun- 
day events, media, civil disobedience, 


jail, non-violence training, and outreach” 


The general tone was positive. Women 
felt that the action had been a moving 
experience. The symbolism, rituals and 
dramatic quality were appreciated as an 
expression of women’s imagination. 
Women felt that the sentiments of the 
Action had made initial connections 
with other movements of opposition 
and agreed that those commitments 
should be strengthened and acted on 
more concretely in the future. 

A decision was made to focus on local 
activities, with local groups operating 
autonomously. WPA Western Mass. 
recently had its Unity Statement printed 
in a half*page ad in Spanish and English 
in the Daily Hampshire Gazette which 
appeared March 7 in support of Inter- 
national Women’s Day. Future organiz- 
ing in our area will continue under the 
name Women’s Pentagon Action/ West- 
ern Mass. (WPA/WM). 

The work of the Evaluation Confer- 
ence was a tall order for the co 2 anda 
half (that became two) day «:eeting. 
Another meeting has been scheduled 
for April 25 and 26 in New York City. 
More information will be forthcoming. 
the WPA/WM is currently operating 
out of the Women ana Lite on Earth 
office, which recently moved to a new 
Space at 160 Main St, Northampton. 
the new phone number if 586-8477. 

Yomen who are interested in contin- 
uing this work should contact the office 


and watch for postings of meetings and 
actions, 


Elizabeth 
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Stand Up for What You Believe: 
Demonstrate! 


Two important demonstrations (among many) are hap- 
pening this April and need your support: : 
April 8: All Children Have the Right to Live! Stop the 
killings in Atlanta. Join with others of the community to 
“march in support of the human right to live in an atmos 
phere of dignity, confidence and self-respect, free from 
terror, fear and bodily harm.” Meet at 7 am. at the Amherst 
Commons in a march to the High School, Jr. High and 
Wildwood. Sponsored by “People Concerned for paar 


0 


Atlanta.” For info, call Joan Lester at 256-6902. 


April 11: Demonstrate in Support of Rep 
for Us All! The Democratic y 
convention in Springfield at the Civic C 
and the anti-choice forces are proposing 
added to the constitution whi 
moment of concerption, an 
there, This would mean an e 


Beginning at 8:30, leafletting will take pl 


mass demonstration. S : 
you can. Makea statement. For info, call 


1980. Sponsored by the Ad Hoc Coordinating Committee 


on Reproductive Freedom. 


Racist Killer Gets Life 


Shouting obscenities at the judge, a 
Mobile, Alabama man was convicted 
and sentenced to life imprisonment this 
March for the sniper murders of two 
young black joggers in Utah. 

Jospeh Paul! Franklin, 30, is also under 
investigation for two other shooting mur- 
ders of blacks in Utah, and the murders 
of at least eight others in Ohio and 

Pennsylvania. He is also a suspect in the 
shooting of Urban League president Ver- - 
non Jordan last May. Michaclann 


Splfd. Woman Raped 
by Phony Police 


Two men employed by a local security 
systems company have been arrested 
and charged with the rape of a Spring- 
field woman that they allegedly accosted 
in downtown Springfield after telling 
her they were police officers. 

Charles Garrow, 25, of West Spring- 
field, and Arthur Tucker, 39, of North- 
ampton, were arrested for the second 
time this past March for impersonating 
an officer and the rape of a 27 year old 
woman. 

Detectives are investigating several 
other kidnaps and rapes by a pair of men 
from last March till now. Many of the 
victims may have believed that they 
were being assaulted by police officers 
and were too frightened to report the 
incident, or believed that no action would 
be taken. Police are urging women who 
have been assaulted in a similar manner 
to come to the police stateion to report it 
and to look at mug shots in an attempt to 


identify their assailents. — fichaelann 


Our special thanks to the Resource/Re- 
ferral Task Force at Everywoman’s Center. 


Virgin:a Ackerman, Jackie Baillargeon, Anna Berdick, Cindy 
Gray. Ceacy Henderson. Rac Hooke, Ji!! Hurst, Di Kegeles, 
DOcbbie Kehne, Helen McDonald, 

Melanie Miller, Kate Neilson, Diana Pedulta 


Party of Mass. will mect in 


ch defines life from the 
d says the right to life begins 
nd not only to abortion, but the 


birth control pill, the IUD and the morning-after pill! 


how your solidarity, bring everyone 


roductive Freedom 


enter/ Gov. King 
an amendment be 


ace, and atnoon,a 
533-5895 or 586- 


Michaelann 


Kathy Tooker crosses the finish line first after runt 8 
First Annual Women’s Road Race held in Westfield last Sunday. Women and children were 
asked to “Run for Your Sister's Life” as a fundraiser for Hegira, Westfield’s shelter for 


ON 


battered women. 


, 


tiles 1141.34 minutes at Hegira’s 


Photo by Kathy Kirk 


There was a mood of excitement and camaradarie as approx. 60 women and children 
gathered for the races. Linda Pezzini, coordinator of the event, was pleased with the turn-out 
and spoke of organizing another race for the fall. 


DES Victims Still 
Need Monitoring 


A Massacusetts legislative panel was 
told in February that at least half of the 
state’s people who were exposed to the 
cancer-causing drug diethylstolbestrol 
(DES) are still unaware of their exposure. 

A bill to provide a sliding scale fee of 
examinations, and a publicity campaign 
about the dangers of DES is currently 
being sponsored by Senator Sharon Pol- 
lard, D-Methuen. Massachusetts wo- 

men were given DES for longer periods 
and in higher doses than women in 
other parts of the country. 

DES was pzescribed as a miscarriage 
preventative for two decades after World 
War Two, but its use was banned by the 
FDA in1971 after being linked to vaginal 
and cervical cancers-in the daughters of 
women who were given the drug. Low 
sperm counts, cysts and testicular cancer 
have been found in sons of exposed 


mothers. Michaelann 


Army Plant Linked to 
Birth Defects 


Women employees who work in the 
same building in a military-industrial 
complex in Marietta, Georgia have re- 
ported a high number of birth defects 
and miscarriages, according to the Ar- 
my’s Health Services Command. 


The Valley Women’s‘Voice can be reached 
by mail or telephone at the Everywoman’s 
Center,—UMass, Amherst 01003 (545- 


0883) 12:30-2 Mon. and 3-6 Weds. & Fri. 
(On Fri., call 545-0913 after 4 pm.) 
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Four women have had babies with 
birth defects and ten others have suffer- 
ed miscarriages in an 18 month period. 
The birth defects include hernias, and 
eye and spinal defects. One of the four 
babies died. All women worked at the 
same building housing the Defense Con- 
tract Administration. 


So far the link between the building 
and the women’s birth problems has not 
been found, although the Army Envir~ 
onmental Hygeine Agency is continuing 
to investigate. 

Michaelann 


Welfare Women Asked 
About Sex Lives 


A new information form used by the 
Massachusetts Welfare Department tells 


. women that they must reveal the names 


and addresses of men with whom they 
have had intercourse. 


The forms, which went into effect 
March 1, ask “When and where did you 
have intercourse with the putative (pre- 
sumed) father (of your child)?” reads 
one of the thirteen questions. Other 
questions ask for the names and ad- 
dresses of anyone else a woman may 
have had intercourse with during that 
period, 


SUBMISSIONS: Try to keep articles under 
5 pages, double-spaced, please! We can’t 
guarantee we will print all submissions; 
this decision is collectively made. Submis- 
sions accompanied by a SASE will be 
returned within three months. Due to space 
limitations, we sometimes have to post- 
pone publication of articles. All major 
editorial changes are made in conjunction 
with the author. Any questions or ideas? 
Call 545-0883. 


CALENDAR: All calendar and announce- 
ment listings are free. For more informa- 
tion, call 545-0883. 


. LETTERS: We love to hear from you but 
please keep your letters under 2 pages, 
double spaced and typed. Thanks! 


ADVERTISING: For information on display 
ads/classifieds, cal! 545-0883. 


The Welfare Department is supposed- 
ly using this information in an attempt to 


obtain child-support payments from the 
father. Kathleen 


More Women’s Radio 


Did youknow, WAMH (Amherst Col- 
lege) has a women’s radio show? The 
show started in September and airs 
every Sunday morning from 9 am. to 
noon, 89.3 on your FM dial D.J.’s 
Vanessa, Debby and Robin welcome 
requests at 542-2288. Says Vanessa, 
“We get requests all the way from Ver- 
mont.” 


Patriarchy Falls 


Women around the world rejoiced 
last night on learning that the patriarchy 
had finally fallen. In E] Salvador, where 
the recent civil war ended along with the 
patriarchy, women guerillas exclaimed 
“! Gracias a la Diosa!” In Peking, the 
female cadres shouted “Lingdao nomen 
shiyede hexin liliang shi funudang!” 
And in Rome, women marched through 
the streets chanting “ Venimos, Vidimos, 
Vicimos!” 

In Upper New York state, USA, as the 
last bastions of misogyny crumbled like 
toilet paper, women were heard singing 
“Ding Dong, the wicked old Patriarchy is 
dead!” Happy April. 


Sarah 


COLLECTIVE: Michaolann. Maureen Camey. Mary Kate Hogan 
Marcia Black, Kathlean Moran Iris Young. Ellen LaFlacha, Mary 
Kenny, Laura McDonald Fran Sehwartzberg. Toby Scharmerhom, 
Heather Johnson, Sarah Van Aredata, 


DISTRIBUTION TASK GAOUP: Coordinator. Fran. Micholls Diloso, 
Michaolann, Laura, Linda Shaw, Robin Mag, Jean & the Hagir 
Women’s Forum, Joan Antil Kim Kramer. Sarah Daring. Carol Amy, 
Peggy Conant Joyce Sunydar, Sally Mualler, Michelia Jospoh 


PRODUCTION COORDINATORS: Mauroon Taby, Fran Mary Kata, 
Sarah Amy Jennass, Dale LaBonte, Gayle Carey, Carol Schwartz! 
Micheolann Patty, Kathy Daniels, Karen Fibiger, Pat Hadley, Ann 
Bolger, Catherine Jennings. 


GRAPHICS TASK GROUP: Coordinators: Caroy Caccavo, Susar 
Lindeman Fran, Delo, Jackie Sparry. 


PHOTOGRAPHY TASK GROUP: Coordinator. Cathy Collins. Kathy 
Kirk, Wron Withers, Amy Jonnosa. 


EDITORIAL TASK GROUP: Coordinator: Michaclann. Marcia, Iris 
Young Hoathor, Ellen, Kathleen Sarah Ketryn Ann Bolger, Amy, 
Dale, Potty McGill, Karen, Rachol, Carol Jacki 


ADMINISTRATIVE TASK GROUP: Kathleen Moran Ann Laure, 
Maureen, Michaslann. 


Dear VWV, 


When I was a small girl, my father 
often pressured me to “think with my 
head.” I was too emotional, too soulful to 
make appropriate decisions. Now I strug- 
gle to eradicate his echoes, having learn- 
ed that he tried, with a barrage of pat- 
riarchal wisdom, to exorcise the feeling 


and intuition inside me. I was prompted ® 


to write this letter because I am feeling 


powerless and angry at events that are@ © 
happening in my community and in the “ > 


world at large. There is too much 
thinking going on-- thinking from the 
head, not from the heart. 

Periodically, I get terrified that all of 
the energy and love that has blossomed 
during and because of the woman’s 
movement will be crushed by our sexual 
and cultural differences. 
much talk turns into rhetoric, empty and 
useless in our lives, our heads are being 
filled with garbage. If I was a little more 
paranoid, I would begin to believe that 
women are not hearing each other be- 
cause of a male plot. But, I don’t believe 


that the men are that organized. I do 


believe, though, that we have fallen prey 
to a male model of reasoning. This 
reasoning negates all feeling and psych- 
ic power and serves to widen the gulf 
between women. 

I don’t want to walk the streets carry- 
ing a sign that says “The End of the 
World is at Hand,” but I do believe that 
unless we stop emphasizing our differ- 
ences and pitting ourselves against one 
another, men will smirk as they pick up 
the pieces of a shattered women’s move- 
ment. Yes, we need to confront issues of 
racism, homophobia, classism, ageism. 
We need to confront all of the issues that 
divide us. Perhaps I am naive, but I fail 
to see why we can’t do thisas sisters. We 
need to remember that patriarchy is the 
enemy, not each other. And we need to 
stop talking so much from the pile of 
garbage in our heads. We need to listen 


Coop Needs B 


people aware of this and of the import- 
ance of supporting local farmers.” 

To that end AFC works in conjunction 
with Squash Trucking, a collective of 
produce buyers who started out bringing 
in from Boston what wasn’t available 
locally, but have expanded their services 
in an effort to support local agriculture. 
Squash trucks local produce into the 
Boston market weekly and sells it to the 
New England Federation of Coops, which 
is mostly comprised of Eastern Mass, 
Maine and Vermont Coops. Squashalso 
does cooperative buying with other fed- 
erations in New England and is con- 
stantly seeking out sources tor organic 
produce or cooperatively grown produce. 

Area coops represent a consolidated 
front to support various boycott efforts, 


because so \ 


, 0 


© © © © © @ 2@' concern that perhaps an unmarked police 


vehicle was tailing me, and I didn’t want 
9 to get stopped for speeding. Following 


@ | this decrease in speed, the car behind 


@ me suddenly hit me- quite a jolt-- andas 


\! I looked in my rearview mirror, noticed 


that it slowed down, pulled into the 
breakdown lane, stopped, and turned its 
lights out. I was somewhat shaken, but 
mostly relieved that the car had pulled 
over. I was convinced that whoever was 
driving the car was drunk, and suddenly 
0 realized how drunk they were when 


>) * their car hit mine. 
© © 8 @ g I continued on down the highway, but 
@ © 0 s = felt very uneasy and felt myself speeding 
@ © eo ‘ © . e © © :§ UP again, until I was travelling at about 
© . © © © oO fz 65-70 mph. Just past the Easthampden 
ee 8 8 et exit, I saw headlights coming up very 
© 0 * © é © . © 4 sl as Oe es BE pcapy Han on 
© qS andoff. Suddenly I was very frightened. 
© a © - . Pt ° © ; -g It became clear to me ae Ga was 
© @ oe © O %s happening. Iaccelerated, and the speed- 
© 0 eo Oo 65 ometer went to 85 mph. The car was 
fo) * (a) ‘ co) ‘< o) P » nowright on my tail. Then it happened 
; o ! again-- it hit me-- at 85 mph!! I was now 
reins 3h iy. ne. 2 2? °¢ “a 0 panicked. It was clear ae this was no 
to ers hearts talking and most joke. | didn’t know what to do. The first 
importantly, we need ve ee kind. thought on my mind was to get to the 
Sincerely, Lis Brook police, so I headed toward the North- 


Dear VWY, 

I would like to bring to the attention of 
the community-- particularly the women 
in the community-- an incident which 
took place two weeks ago. 

I was driving home from my night job 
as a cocktail waitress in a bar in South 
Hadley around 3:00 in the morning, | 
had just gotten on 1-91 in Holyoke, 
headed North. Just as I reached the 
highway from the entrance ramp, I no- 
ticed a car right behind me, following 
quite closely. The car made an attempt 
to pass, pulled up alongside of my car, 
and then retreated behind me again, 
following very closely. I was travelling 
at approximately 60 mph. I then slowed 
down to the speed limit, 55 mph, with 


read 


continued from page 1 


some effect,” comments Madilyn. 

It seems not surprising that AFC, a 
model coop for so many years, is coor- 
dinated by feminists long active in the 
Valley women’s community and hawkers 
of the dual notions that the edible is 
personal and the edible is political. Both 
feel that the coop has much to offer 
women, particularly in the area of skills 
acquisitions. 

“Theoretically a coop means that you 
as a member have decision-making po- 
tential, even if you don’t follow through 
on it,” says Beth. .“You can become 
involved in the operational decisions 
the coop makes-- supporting boycotts, 
deciding what kinds of food we're going - 
to offer, getting involved in the educa- 
tional aspects of it. There’s no reason 


and keep their members informed of why you couldn’tlearn the skills involved 


existing boycotts. In a notice in the 
March, 1981 issue of Sprouts, the news- 
letter of Western Mass Coops, Harriet 
Carter alerts the community to a fraud- 
ulent packaging policy involving Gran- 
ny Smith apples from South Africa. 


Area coops had been boycotting South ution times. 


African goods in protest against apar- 


theid. So, Harriet writes, | 
. .when Granny Smiths from 


France suddently appeared on 
the market, many coop members 
were very happy. Each apple 
came decorated with a little stick- 
er, bearing a picture of the Eiffel 
Tower. . .and, in small letters on 
their box, the words: RUE DE 


PONTHIEU, PARIS. 
However, she says, in February the dis- 


covery was made that these apples were 
the same old exports from South Africa, 
i ch disguise, distributed through 
ee havea resumed. “At least 
when you see them go through all that 
trouble to cover up the origin of the 
apples, you know the boycott is having 


in running a business.” 

The coop also recognizes the hard- 
ships of particular segments of the 
community, such as single mothers, by 
finding jobs that can be done at home 
and providing childcare during distrib- 
Senior citizens have the 
status of coop members without the 
work requirement, though they're wel- 
come to work if they wish to and many 


do. Increased outreach to summer camps, 
residential homes, housing for the elderly 


and for the handicapped is being planned. 

At present, the coop’s financial position 
is precarious. According to Madilyn, 
volume generally drops in the summer 
because the student population leaves, 
people have gardens, take vacations, 
etc., but it's compensated for in the fall 
and spring, when enough money is 
generated to carry AFC through the 
summer. However, the months last 
spring were lighter than expected, and 
this fall didn’t pick up again as dramat- 
ically as usual. Now we're back to the 


ampton exit. However, [knew I couldn't 
continue travelling at such a high rate of 
speed, particularly if the car behind me 
were to hit me again, not to mention the 
fact that it was raining and the roads 
were wet. The exit was still a little ways 
off, so 1 decided to slow down and 
pretend I was going to pull over. | did 
just that-- the other car pulled up along- 
side of me and started edging me toward 
the guardrail. It was then that I got a 
good look at the car. It was an older (67- 
68?) light colored, beat up car (perhapsa 
Ford ora Dodge?). Realizing that he was 
trying to run me off the road, I suddenly 
floored the accelerator, and made a run 
for the exit. He was now on my tail 
again. We both went off the exit ramp at 
about 60 mph. I ran the stop sign, an 


A group of us made a a particularly 
disturbing trip to the State House to 
testify against the budgetary appropria- 
tions being considered by King’s office 
which would virtually wipe out Title XX 
(for low income) day care as we know it. 

On the bus down, grim possibilities 
were passed around-- that the Dir. of 
DSS (Dept. of Soc. Serv.. & the DPW) 
might have neglected to pass ona waiver 
asking AFDC recipients to be able to 
continue the current day care because of 
some political trade-offs. We heard 
there was a possibility that Schweiker 
(Sec. Health & Human Serv.- Fed. Govt.) 
was considering a cap on Fed. allocations 
which would allow $50 per month for 
child care. There was a nasty attachment 
to a budget proposal that day care recip- 
ients would have to be named (currently 
just identified by number) by the day 
care agancies supplying Title XX slots- a 
king of Mass. Big Brother Crossreference. 

Apparently, we citizens of this state 
cannot voice our opinions about bud- 
getary appropriations, but had to testify 
about a bill favoring daycare regulation 
and try to fit in our views on where the 
money should go incidentally. 

So many people are concerned about 
daycare that the auditorium was over- 
flowing, so we decided to talk to our 
Sens. and Reps. personally. It was good 


spring again and AFC is holding its own, 
but without increased volume, the coop 
won't make it through another summery. 
For the first time AFC is actively 


. recruiting members, rather than relying 


on word of mouth At present, 200 
active ordering roups, each Tepresenting 
anywhere from one to twenty people 
make a total of about 1,000 members, “iE 
we could grow by a factor of one third 
we'd be in good shape,” Says Madilyn, 
citing figures of 1,500 People as an 
optimum membership. Members are 
not only Amherst residents, but come 


headed towards the police station, watch- 
ing in my rearview mirror all the time, 
He stopped at the stop sign, waited a 
while and then turned offin the opposite. 
direction, back towards Holyoke. I was 
so frightened that my senses weren't 
operating quite up to par, and instead of 
going to the police station, I continued 
running from my pursuer, whom I was 
sure was going to appear once again in 
my rear view and continue the chase. 
The next morning the state police were 
notified of the incident, but since I was 
unable to get a license plate number, 
they indicated that it was unlikely he 
would be caught. 

The reason I'm reporting this incident 
to the newspaper is because last year I 
recall reading a number of articles about 
a man driving on I-91 ina light colored, 
older model vehicle, who was getting 
women to pull over by either making 
them believe something was wrong with 
their cars, or hitting them (as I was hit) or 
just running them off the road. He beat 
up a couple of women (one may have 
been raped, I don’t remember) and in 
one case, he beat a woman severly with 
her own tire iron after offering to help 
her fix it. I have reason to believe that 
this may be the same person. The car 
description is the same, and after report- 
ing the incident to the local police, and 
describing the car to them, they grimly 
told me that the “tire iron man” (their 
‘euphemism’) had never been caught. 
They also indicated that they hadn't 
heard about any such incidences since 
last year. 

I feel that it is my responsibility-- and 
the responsibility of the media-- to notify 
people in the Valley, and especially 
women, that someone is harrassing 
people on I-91, and that it’s possible that 
it may be the man who was harrassing 
and beating up women on I-91 last year. 


A Sister 


that we did because only one out of four 
Hampshire County Reps. had even sent 
down the day care hearings (Northamp- 
ton Rep. Nagle). Rep. Collins Amh. did, 
however, state that he would oppose the 
budget transfer. 

As we watched the clock tick toward 
our 2:15 deadline for the bus, we heard 
the shout “Roll Call” numerous times, 
delaying the hearing. Out of the nine 
members that were to listen to public 
testimony, at no time were more than 
four members present. The worst mo- 
ment of the day occurred when Rep. 
Dinucci (House Chair) asked the hun- 
dreds of people present how many were 
day care workers, and how many day 
care recipients. A considerable number 
more raised their hands to the first 
question. The implication was that the 
majority of people were only there to 
save their jobs. He probably did not take 
into account that AFDC recipients often 
work at the least flexible, lowest-paying 
jobs on the market, making it impossible 
for us to traipse into Boston during 
working hours. 

_Anyway, we returned home feeling a 
bit depressed. I think we all became 
aware that earnest testimony like ours 


has little effect upon decisions that our 
legislators make. : 


Kathleen Moran 


ome many surrounding areas. - Those 
Who live at a distance which makes 


weekly pick-up and monthly work hours 
iw convenient may call the coop for in- 
ae On existing ordering groups 
‘e ee aseas Orientation sessions are 
Bsaaeice Weekly; call the office (256- 
a ) Monday and Tuesday all day, 
ursday and Friday till noon, for com- 
plete information, ) 
Remember, 
Just happen in 
we and E] 
kitchen. 


the Revolution doesn't 
Nicaragua and Zimbab- 
Salvador. It happens in your 


| 
| 
| 


by Ellen La Fleche 


The horrors and the contradict; 
Jleap outatus daily. The horror ee 
children murdered and two children 
missing (as of press time) in Atlanta 
Georgia. The contradictions twist our 
minds and distort the situation in Atlanta 
from the national press, like lookin 
into a funhouse mirror. - 
***An AP wire story actually describes 
the unknown killer(s) as a“ gentle killer’ 
because he (or they) does not mangle or 
maim the children, but“ gently strangles 
the victims,” 
** After the death of the twenticth child, 
President Reagan reluctantly approp- 
riated $1.2 million to the Atlanta Police 
Force, but only after debating whether 


or not to interfere with “states’ rights.” . 


This is the same president who is quite 
willing to interfere with the rights of 
individual women to control their bodies. 
***Soon after Reagan's appropriation, a 
faction of the Ku Klux Klan (KKK) in 
Georgia disbanded, gleefully telling the 
press that their group is no longer necessary 
because the policies.of the present adminis- 
tration so closely parallel their own beliefs! 
These contradictions are only possib- 
le in a nation that supports racism on 
local, state and national levels. 
In the same way that women are 
accused of inviting rape, the national 
press tells us repeatedly that the Atlanta 
children who have been murdered are 
“street-wise” and were killed because 
they were “too confident on the streets.” 
A contradiction that is only possible ina 
society where the boundaries between 
racism, sexism and child hatred are in- 
creasingly blurred. ..And the children of 
Atlanta are put on strict curfew and 
forced off the streets after dark About 
34 percent of all murdered children are 
black, more than three times the per- 
ecentage of black people in the popul- 
ation. The children are frightened and 
they cry out in the night in fear for their 
lives. 
** A 27 year old white nurse is merci- 


Cuban Lesbians 


by Cate Bellow 


“,.. There is not a government on the face of 
the earth that doesn't oppress Lesbians.” 
(Lesbians Rising, Winter, '81, p. 8) 


On May 1, 1980, thousands of Cubans 
applauded as Castro told all “scum”, 
“bad seeds” and “homosexuals” to get 
out of Cuba He said, further, that 
homosexuals should go to the U.S. or be 
thrown in jail. The crowd shouted and 
cheered, “Throw them out. . .Throw 
them out!” 

Lesbians were given a few hours to 


decide what they would do. While many. 


agreed with the principles of the Cuban 
Revolution, they chose to leave, probably 
forever, their friends and families. Con- 
ditions for Lesbians in Cuba are in- 
tolerable. 

To be a Lesbian is illegal. It is consid- 
ered counterrevolutionary not to be a 
wife and mother. There is a committee 
on every block which is charged with the 
responsibility of spying on their neigh- 
bors. It is therefore impossible for 
Lesbians even to gather in their own 
homes. Many of those who were known 
to be Lesbians and are now in the U.S. 
tell of countless incidents of police har- 
assment, frame-ups and imprisonment. 

One Lesbian was arrested at a party. 
The police accused her and several others 
of stealing. She never learned what she 
supposedly stole but was sentenced to 
five vears. Another, who wasa junior in 
high schoo] at the time of her arrest, tells 
how the police simply knocked at her 
door and said, “We know you're a 
homosexual, come with us.” 


lessly stabbed to death in Boston. She 


becomes a statewide headline and 
twenty-four hours after she is left to die 
in her bed, two men are taken into 
custody by the police and charged with 
her murder. While this slain woman 
deserves every possible memorial trib- 
ute and headline, who in the press 
eulogized and remembered the13 black 
women slain in Boston in the winter of 
1979? 

***It is suddenly chic for Hollywood to 
produce movies that graphically depict 
the murders of women and young teen- 
aged children. A TV movie dealing with 
the topic of child exploitation, Fallen 
Angel, calls those who pander in child 
pornography “Pedophiles”: child lovers! 


*** A ctor Ed Asner, who has been a vocal 
supporter of the ERA and a leader in the 
actors union, takes a partin the hidiously 
racist movie Fort Apache-The Bronx. When 
women and minorities picket these mo- 
vies, they are told that they are interfer- 
ing with freedom of speech. But the 


Moral Majority has begun a scourge to 
empty the schools of books like Our 
Bodies Ourselves-- to protect the children, 
they say. 

**The head of the NAACP tells the 
news ,media that the Atlanta killings are 
“probably not racially motivated.” This 
co-opted statement was made two days 
after a march of the KKK in Meridan, 
Connecticut, supporting a white Meriden 
policeman who shot a suspected black shop- 
lifter to death. 


Take Action Now 

The contradictions of racism, sexism 
and child hatred in our society have 
become gnarled and criss-crossed. The 
women of the Valley Women’s Voice take a 
public stand deploring the Atlanta mur- 
ders and demand a concerted national 
effort to stop the killings now! 

Ona local level, here are some actions 
all of us can take: Support the Committee 
to Stop Children’s Murders, Atlanta 
chaired by Camille Ward Bell, a mother 


...On a larger soc- 


ial scale, confront- 
ing the Atlanta 


horror means rec- 


ognizing the rac- 
in our own 


iSM 


community and in 


ourselves. 


Because she is a Lesbian J. was denied 
work in her own field and told to wash 
floors instead. She refused and stole in 
order for her and her mothertolive. She 
was given 15 years in prison. There are 
many mrore stories: a woman was arrest- 
ed for allowing gays to meet: in her 
home. Her lover went to find her in 
prison and was herself threatened and 
held in jail. 

M. was arrested in 1964 for being a 
Lesbian. She was mentally tortured for 
two days. She was taken from office to 
office and not allowed to sleep. When 
she refused to give any information, she 
was sent to jail for seven months without 
atrial. In the jail were ahundred women 
in a space designed for 40. She couldn't 
touch another woman in any way for 
fear of being kept in jail indefinately. , 
Many of the women were also there 
“only” because they were Lesbians. 

Other women report, from having 
been in jail. that most of the women 
prisoners are Lesbians. Those known to 


-be Lesbians are treated much worse than' 


straight women or those who were Les- 
bian but not known by the guards as 
Lesbians are. A known Lesbian would 
be verbally abused, harrassed and watch- 
ed constantly. In one prison, pairs of 
women were forced by officials to get 
married, which was then put on their 
record, making it harder for them to get 
out of prison. 

When a Lesbian gets out of jail, her 
problems continue. One wuindu tens 
that she had to sign up at the police 
station every month after her release. 


United States Offers No Refuge 


She could not have lovers and was 
offered a position on the beach arresting 
other Lesbians. When she refused, the 
committee began to watch her. She had 
to move from one job to another, always 
hiding. 

Cuban Lesbians face continued op- 
pression now that they are in the U.S, a 
country equally as heterosexist as Cuba, 
as well as classist and racist. Some 
Lesbians have been held in prison since 
their arrival because in Cuba they had 
been in jail for “minor offenses,” (ie. 
they were political prisoners). The U.S. 
is trying to decide whether or not they 
can therefore be denied asylum here. 
No charges have been brought against 
them. They have been refused bail and 
are not allowed visitors. As immigrants 
they have no constitutional rights, yet 
they are afraid if they went back to Cuba 
they would be tortured or killed. 

A group of 15 women were held in 
federal prison in New York for allegedly 
starting a riot at the refugee camp where 
they were being held. The real cause of 
the riot was a guard who kicked a 
pregnant woman. They then arrested 
the Lesbians who fought back because, 
according to one refugee, they had re- 
fused to have intercourse with the guards. 

Sponsorship has been a big problem. 
We have to rely on each other. The 
Metropolitan Community Church, a gay 
organization which was doing most of 
the initial work in finding sponsors, has 
focused almost entirely on gay men. 
Lesbians have gone personally to the 
camps to work out sponsorship and 
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politically aware to educate the white 
community. The “politically unaware 
middle and working classes,” she says, 
“serve as a power base for such terror.” 
Write or wire the president and demand 
that more money be appropriated to 
further the investigation in Atlanta as 
well as additional federal funds for sup- 
port services such as counseling. Don- 
ate time or money to some of the local 
groups that have been set up to raise 
funds for Atlanta. Spread the word and 
discuss issues of racism among parents, 
friends and in the classroom. Become 
informed on the issues, sort out the 
contradictions and media propaganda 
and get out there and protest or leaflet! 


Symbolically, we can wear an upside- 
down green ribbon on our lapels so that 
we and others are constantly reminded 
of the Atlanta children. The green 
ribbon campaign was begun by a Phila- 
delphia woman who was outraged at the 
yellow ribbons that streamed from coast 
to coast for the hostages in Iran, while 
nobody remembered the childen. Green 
represents life in the ribbon campaign 
and the ribbons will be turned right- 
side-up only after the killings are stopped. 


On a larger social scale, confronting 


4} the Atlanta horror means recognizing 


the racism in our own community and in 
our selves, Here in the Pioneer Valley, 


| where many have cultivated “corect po- 
| litical analyses” and where a hopeful 
) upsurge of activism was recently spark- 


ed by events in El Salvador, it is some- 


|]. times possible to push aside the horrible 
4} realities of the “real world out there.” 

|} But our own community must deal with 
| the roots of its racism. Crosses have 


blazed on local campuses in the past few 
years, a dorm housing black students at 
Amherst College experienced a suspic- 
ious fire last month, and the local budgets 
for Proposition 2 1/2 promise to hurt 
many people of color in the Valley. 
Remembering the children of Atlanta 
means mobilizing around all of these 
issues and struggling... .hard! ~ 


having a system of a contact Lesbian at 
the camp (whoisa refugee) be the oneto 
provide names and distribute goods des- 
ignated specifically for Lesbians. 


Lesbians sponsored by straight peop- 
le have had problems as well. Sometimes 
they are returned for being Lesbians. In 
the case of one Lesbian, an attempt was 
made by her sponsor te take her baby 
away from her when he found out she 
was a Lesbian. She then found another 
sponsor who took her in but then want- 
ed a sexual relationship. Lesbians in 
New York heard about her and are 
lending her money to come to them. 


Those Cuban Lesbians who are out 
and in Lesbian communities around the. 
U.S. have been working to help others 
get out of jail and out of the one remaining 
camp, Fort Chaffee in Arkansas. 

‘Another group of Cuban refugees was 
sent to a mental hospital in Washington, 
D.C. for “psychiatric observation.” After 
they took over a building for six hours in 
protest, they were separated and shipped 
out to other institutions as “trouble 
makers.” Their whereabouts is unknown. 


The oppression of Lesbians in Cuba 
has been erased by both supporters and 
detractors of the Cuban government, 
Now that some of the Lesbians are in the 
U.S., we are beginning to hear what is 
behind the silence. We need to work 
collectively for our right to exist as 
Lesbians and remember that what is 
happening in Cuba could happen here 
as well. om Ae ate 
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Sexual Harassment 


You.Can Fight Back and.Win 


by Jacqueline Sperry 


One sunny afternoon in New York, I 
waited at a street corner for the “Walk’ 
light. A man swirled out of the passing 
crowd and started talking to me. Inalow 
voice, he told me what he wanted to do 
when he got me into bed Shaken, but 
determined to stop him, I faced him and 
said, “Is that your best offer?” and 
walked away. 

These are the stories that women 
need to share. In the novel In Her Day, 


Rita Mae Brown tells about a woman . 


who is confronted by a man who expos- 
es himself. Faced with this view of the 
phallic power symbol, the woman says 
loudly, “That looks like a penis, only 
smaller.” 

Street harassments, acommon exper- 
ience of women, are by-no means limited 
to verbal and visual abuse. “A Report 
On The Sexual Harassment of Women 
In Amherst” shows that women are 
threatened’ and abused physically as 
well. To make matters worse, incidents 
on record show that the general public 
and the police do not comprehend the 
problem. 

Audre Lorde defines sexism as “the 
belief in the inherent superiority of one 
sex and thereby the right to dominance.” 
Sexual harassment could be defined as 
the practice of men threatening or in- 
vading women sexually, to gain power 
and take away rights. 


Women May Travel The 
Streets 


Women may travel the streets, but quot- 
ing from the report, submitted by Mary 
Wentworth, Janice Wohl and Frances 
Van Treese (all Town Meeting members) 
the man who harasses “enjoys outright 
social approval.” His crude remarks or 
physical assaults are seen as “the well- 
known whistle.” Myth has it that women 
of all ages “ask for it,” but the fact is thata 
man who harasses a woman sees her as 
an inferior object that he may use sexual- 
ly, with aggression and violence. 

The Amherst police “may be one of 
the only police forces in the country” 
soon to have sexism awareness training. 
According to Wentworth, the Chief of 
Police and the Board of Selectmen sup- 
ported the Spring 1980 Town Meeting 
warrent article mandatine seynal_ >. 
wareness training for the police. The, 
Town Manager and the Citizen Review 
Commission also support it. 

Beth Everett, a Training Coordinator 
with the Mass. Criminal Justice Training 
Council, is planning the training. 
Wentworth feels that Everett “has a 
good understanding of how to develop 
the training, and relates well to women’s 
concerns around this issue.” She feels 
that “what makes Amherst unique is the 
combined effort of the community and 
its police force to turn attitudes around 
and educate the community.” 


SASH at UMass 


Combat against sexual harassment at 
UMass has been organized by the Stu- 
dents Against Sexual Harassment 
(SASH), a project ofthe Women’s Issues 
team of the Student Center for Educa- 
tional Research and Advocacy (SCERA). 

SASH will conduct workshops this 
spring to call students and faculty's 


attention to campus sexual harassment 

SASH sent a memorandum to all 
heads of residences and assistants defin- 
ing sexual harassment: “When an indiv- 
idual in authority exercises or attempts 
to exercise that authority and power to 
control, influence, or affect the academic 
success or future career of that student 


tt 
in exchange for sexual favors.” 


What can a woman do if she is sexual- 
ly harassed by ateacher? She can put the 
sexual harasser on notice by taking her 
complaint to the University Ombuds- 
person (Room 823, Campus Center, 545- 
0867), her department chairperson, an 
officer of the Administration, or a student 


advocate. Her complaint is handled 
informally, through mediation, and for- 
mal charges are unlikely. 

SASH has developed a formal griev- 
ance procedure by which a student and 
administration committee would con- 
duct a hearing and recommend action. 
The teacher could be suspended or lose 
tenure. The complaint would be regist- 
ered so that reprisal against the woman 
or a repeat offense by the harasser 
would act against him, and the woman 
would be protected. For this to become 
policy at UMass, the Undergraduate Stu- 
dent Senate and the Administration must 
support and approve it Women can 
help by getting active in SASH (545- 
0341). Report to SASH old and new 
instances of harassment. 

A survey is in progress to determine 
how extensive the problem is on cam- 
pus. Sexual Harassment: What It Is And 
What To Do About It is a free blooklet 
available from SASH. According to the 
booklet, a bill filed in the Mass. State 
Legislature would “establish a person’s 
right to be free from sexual harassment, 
prohibit sexual harassment in the con- 
duct of public employees, and establish 
a grievance procedure for state employ- 
ees who htave ween ees car ptXuar 
harassment.” Write your legislator in 
support of this bill _ 


Susun Lindeman 
go 


Women Workers Fight Back 


Women workers at the University may 
also contact SASH. Sexual harassment 
on the job is serious and widespread. 
Up to 80: percent of women workers 
experience stares, leers, crude jokes and 
remarks, and actual physical assault. 

To fight sexual harassment, a woman 
must first know how to define it. The 
Equal Employment Opportunity Com- 
mission (EEOC) has adopted: 


Unwelcome sexual advances, requests for 
physical favors, and other verbal or physical 
conduct of a sexual nature constitute sexual 
harassment when (1) submission to such con- 
duct is made either implicitly or explicitly a 
term or condition of an individual's employ- 
ment, (2) submission to or rejection of such 
conduct by an individual is used as the basis 
for employment decisions affecting such in- 
dividual, or (3) such conduct has the purpose 
or effect of unreasonably interfering with an 
individual or creating an intimidating, hostile 
or offensive working environment. 


EEOC sees sexual harassment as a 
violation of Title VII of the 1964 Civil 
Rights Act, which prohibits discrim- 
ination on the basis of race, sex eth- 
nicity, or religion, by employers of 15 
or more people. Employers are held 
responsible “regardless of whether 
the Specific acts complained of wer 
ausrenined or even forbidden by the 
amnlnver ard resardless of whe 

the employer knew or shoita tare 
known of their Occurences,” 


Black Women Take Lead 


The EEOC Title VII guidelines, is- 
sued in September, 1980, were help- 
ed to take shape by five cases all filed 
by black women. Munford vs, | T. Barnes 
was the first case granted a jury trial. 
Williams vs. Saxbe established that dis- 
missal for refusing sexual advances 
was discrimination. Barnes us. the En- 
vironmental Protection Agency declared 
sexual harassment illegal under Title 
VIL and defined it. Miller vs. Bank of 
America made the employer liable for 
any sexual harassment by its supervis- 
ors. Alexander us. Yale University said 
that the university has the responsib- 
ility to acknowledge and act on the 
sexual harrassment complaints stu- 
dents bring against faculty. 

Black women have taken the lead 
in the fight against sexual harassment, 
and a recent issue of ESSENCE: The 
Magazine for Today's Black Woman of- 
fers reasons why. Womenare the last 
hired and the first fired. Oppressed 
people historically push for social 
change. Black consciousness means 
there may be more to gain and less to 
lose by fighting back rather than go- 
ing along with discrimination, and 
more awareness to note and resist the 
harasser. 

EEOC is responsible for enforcing 
the antidiscrimination laws under Tit- 
le VIL . Title IX of the 1972 Education 
Amendments also prohibits sex dis- 
crimination in federally assisted edu- 
cation. The Office of Civil Rights 
(OCR) of the Department of Educa- 
tion is responsible for enforcing Title 
IX. OCR has not written its guidelines ; 
yet, but does accept complaints as —_/ 
violations of Title IX Local, state, 
worker's compensation, and tort laws ( 
may also be used to fight sexual 
harassment 


You Can Fight Back 


Sexual harassment is an ugly fact of 
life for women. A boss or teacher lets 
a woman know the rewards of her 
work will be given or withheld on the 
basis of the sexual favors she gives or 
withholds. This power play and a 
buse of authority is sexism in action. 

Women often respond to sexual 
harassment with a feeling of shame, 

guilt or fear. It’s no fun to be chased 
around the desk by a man who can 
dock your pay or lower your grade. 
Sexual harassment can intimidate a 
woman so that she quits her job or 
drops out of school. ; 

Afraid of reprisals, or that people 
will think she “asked for it” women 
often go quietly away instead of fight- 
ing back. 

Like rape, sexual harassment is a 
form of aggression. The sexual har- 
asser does not ask, and does not take 
no for an answer. He reduces a 
woman to asexual object. He gratifies 
himself with a display of power, and 
attempts to force compliance. He 

does not appreciate the woman, he 
uses her. 

Fight back. Tellhim you do not like 
what he said and did and that you 
want him to stop. Keep a record of the 
date and time of the incident. Geta ° 
witness if you can. Check with per- 
sonnel and find out the policy on 
sexual harassment.” File a complaint 
with the EEOC if the harasser persists 
et back it up with your document 
bat You may file a complaint with 
: ae Up to 180 days after leaving 
is “ : eta lawyer. Get women’s 
ios rt by contacting SASH, NOW, 
Tau mage CA or woman's center. 

Bht back and win. 


Conference 


by Julie L. Ramos, Sarah Franklin 
Gina Hough and Annie Wierum 


February 6th and 7th marked the 
occasion of a Women and Racism con- 
ference sponsored by the National Wo- 
men’s Studies Association in Boston 
Four of us attended and felt it important 
to share our impressions, 

The conference began with three key- 
note speakers on Friday night. The 
Honorable Margaret Burnham, a black 
lawyer who serves as Municipal court 
judge in Boston, addressed the acute 
severity of racial injustice in the form of 
police brutality. She warned that issues 
of race are often veiled to shift attention 
away from them, but that racism remains 
as widespread today as ever. Tia Cross, 
white feminist activist, described the 

hurtful, everyday realities of racism in 
her own life. However, she seemed to 
be taking safety in middle-of-the road 
cliches rather than taking any risks with 
the more difficult issues. Helen Rod- 
riguez, Puerto Rican health activist, ad- 
dressed media mystification of racism 
She stated that 43 per cent of women in 

Puerto Rico have been sterilized and she 

described sterilization abuse in the con- 

tinental U.S. as well. She warned that 
many women are ignorant of the severity 
of these problems. 

A speak- out followed in which mem- 
bers of the audience commented upon 
the speeches and asked questions of the 
speakers. Responses ranged greatly. 
For example, feeling that once again the 
woman identified black woman had been 
rendered invisible, Eleanor Johnson of 
the Combahee River Collective asked all 
lesbians in the audience to stand in her 
support while she read a powerful state. 


ment With three quarters of the aud- 
lence standing, she stressed the crucial 
need for recognition and understanding 
of black lesbians in the black movement. 

About 700 people arrived at 9:00 the 
next morning to attend consciousness 
raising workshops and were divided 
into three large groups: women of color, 
white women, and men. Women in the 
white women’s workshop, broken down 
into yet smaller groups, were asked to 
address questions of racial awareness 
First, their earliest memories of realizing 
that the world was, in fact, not all white-- 
and more importantly, how this aware 
ness was transmitted to them. Secondly, 
they were asked to examine their present 
day relationship to racism. We found 
this to be one of the most important 
parts of the whole conference for white 
women. Itis easy at times to intellectual- 
ize issues of racism and to distance 
oneself somewhat from its more painful 
reverberations in personal experience. 
Certainly, theoretical analyses of the 
complexities of race are necessary, yet it 
is equally essential that white women 
delve into and explore their own con- 
flicting feelings and personal account- 
ability. 

The workshops for women of color 
(including Asian women, Native Amer- 
ican women, Latino women and Afro- 
American women) opened with group 
members sharing assumptions about 
each other based on first impressions. 
The discussion of unspoken biases dis- 
closed the many and subtle impediments 

to simply accepting other people for 
who they are. Obviously, in working 
towards unity we must recognize and 
validate our differences. 

Successful aspects of the morning 


workshops seemed to have been the 
intimacy of small groups, the opportunity 
for conference participants to speak a- 
bout their own experiences rather than 
be spoken to, and the air of receptivity 
generated by anon-oppressive and non- 
judgemental atmosphere. 


Inter-Racial Workshops 


Perhaps because the afternoon work- 
shops took place in large, inter-racial 


- groups, and concerned theoretical sub- 


jects, there was much more open conflict 
between participants. The progress of 
the workshops became much more sus- 
ceptible to the individual personality of 
the facilitator and her own biases and 
conceptions of racism. There was a 
tendency for facilitators to sound like 
lecturers, Also, afternoon participants 
were considerably more self-conscious 
of their racial identity. 

The workshop “Growing Up Chinese 
in America” was led be a palen of Asian 
women, and thus served implicitly to 
equate all Asian women’s experience 


‘with that of Chinese women. The dial- 


ogue between the panelists and the 
workshop participants revealed great 
insensitivity on the part of white women, 
who drew on old stereotypes in their 
questioning. The workshop was brought 
to a heated close when a white woman in 
the audience turned to the twelve Asian 
women and said, “If we replaced each of 
you with a black woman, we would be 
afraid.” Here, the stereotypes of the two 
groups were evoked: that black women 
are threatening and that Asian women 
are passive. The workshop ended with 
the assembled Asian women walking 
out, feeling outraged. 

A similar workshop assembled nearly 
200 Jewish women and women of color. 
Designed as a cross-cultural experience, 
this workshop intended to examine “the 
potential connection among all of us as 
members of non-dominant cultures.” 
The facilitators spoke about growing up 
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Jewish, Chicana and Black and then 
encouraged responses from the group 
as a whole. 1 

Some of the success of this workshop 
came from what seemed to be an earnest 
desire to discuss similar experiences as 
cultural minorities, both historically and 
presently, as well as the need to confront 
the divisiveness and oppression issued 
by the larger society. We were particul- 
arly encouraged by witnessing the sen- 
sitivity and cooperation with which the 
dialogue proceeded. 

For women of color, the afternoon 
ended with an emotionally charged two- 
hour wrap-up session. Issues of divi- 
sions between women of color, contin- 
ued tokenism and the feeling of being 
used to validate conferences of white 
women, the need for women of color to 
become a cohesive group and to organ- 
ize separate conferences by/for women 
of color were discussed. 

The conference ended with music and 
dancing. Before Adrienne Rich spoke, 
an Asian woman addressed the group 
and expressed the anger and pain felt by 
the Asian women and women of color in 
general. She briefly discussed events in 
the “Growing Up Chinese in America” 
workshop and told of the decision of 
women of color to have a separate con- 
ference. Unfortunately the other con- 
ference participants did not have time to 
respond or discuss the issues raised in 
her statement before Adrienne Rich ap- 
peared. 

Adrienne Rich spoke about the im- 
portance of the conference and the need 
for all women to combat racism. Her talk 
was followed by two women playing, 
guitar and singing. Finally, La Triba, an 
all-female percussion group with an in- 
credible African and Latin beat, had the 
audience on their feet dancing. The 
group’s music transcended the tension 
of the afternoon, bringing women to- 
gether and ending the conference on a 
high note. 


Lesbian Page Comes Out 


Black Lesbian 


Conference 
by Aya 

January 16, 17 and 18, thie Committee 
for the Visibility of the other Black 
Women (C.V.O.B.W.) sponsored a Black 
Lesbian Conference in New York City. 
Joyce, a writer friend of mine, had called 
me to find out if I'd heard about it. I was 
ecstatic at the thought of a conference so 
close to home. Joyce arranged for us to 
stay at the home of some friends who 
lived close to the conference site. 

We would drive down Saturday morn- 
ing and return Sunday night. Thurs- 


day we were all set and psyched for our 


trip. Friday morning the alternator on 
my car burned out. Joyce and I consid- 
ered other modes of transportation, but 
for economic reasons decided to chance 


Graphic by Jacqueline Sperry 


A note from the Lesbian Page editor 


This is the first edition of the lesbian 
page, which we hope will become a 
regular feature of the Valley Women's 
Voice. Lesbian news will still appear 
throughout the paper, but this page will 
provide a place-a space for dialogue 
about issues of concern to lesbians. We 
will rely primarily on letters from readers 
for this page. 

We ask you to send in signed or 
unsigned letters, articles, poetry, graph- 


as we never turned off the engine. 
Saturday morning under skies threat- 
ening snow, we got a jump start and 
were off, not stopping until we reached 
Manhattan three hours later. My son 
David was pretty excited about coming 
along-- he liked meeting new kids in 
childcare and this was his first trip to 
New York I was somewhat apprehen- 
sive, not knowing what the attitude of 
dykes toward boy children would be. 

We parked in front of a row of one- 
story homes that lined both sides of the 
street. | didn’t turn off the car until Joyce 
indicated we were inthe right place. (We 
had stopped moments before; I watched 
Joyce knock at a door and be greeted by 
an elderly white woman emphatically 
nodding no! I’d felt my stomach tighten.) 

It was sunny and crisp, I turned oftthe 
engine and stepped out into the biting 
cold of the January day. 

Two subway trains and a bus later, we 
finally arrived at 135th St. and Edge- 
comb Ave, Harlem. We stood in front of 
an old brick school with black steel 
doors, getting cold and wondering where 
on this long avenue the conference was 


takine nlacre Siddenlv ane af tha ctool 


using the car. We would be OK-- as long 


ics and anything else you want to see on 
the lesbian page. The lesbian page can only 
survive if there is enough response! 

In these times of increased lesbian 
repression, we at the VWV think it import- 
ant to claim the fact that many of our 
readers, contributors and staff are les- 
bians. The answer to the mounting 
hostility and heterosexism is to continue 
speaking to one another. 

In having a page specifically by and 
for lesbians we are not seeking further 
polarization among women-- one of our 
hopes is that this page will also increase 
non-lesbians’ understanding of lesbian 
life, as well as improving communica- 
tion and understanding among lesbians. 


doors swung open and three women 
emerged, pulling coats tighter around 
them. One of the women I recognised as 
someone I'd met at the Michigan Wo- 
myn’s Music Festival! We hugged, intro- 
duced ourselves to each other and hug- 
ged some more. 

Inside the school was a table behind 
which C.V.0.B.W. women stood, hand- 
ing out name tags and packets of infor- 
mation. I took David up to childcare 
where they were watching a karate de- 
monstration. My next move was to 
figure out where lunch was being held. I 
followed some men carrying trays of 
prepared foods to a cafeteria where 
some women were already forming a 
line. I saw Joyce and stepped in behind 
her. It felt wonderful just to be, knowing 
all the women around were of color.. 
That they were of me and I of them. 
Some wore beads in their hair, others 
crocheted multicolored caps over short 
naturels. Some with hair that bushed 
out every which way. Strong women, 
tall and short women, speaking spanish, 
speaking english, West Indian women. 
Older women, children waiting inline I 
felt as if I was floating I didn’t kn: ~ 


whether to close my eyes or open them 
wide. 

David ran up to me and asked when 
we were going to eat and | told him as 
soon as the food was set up. Someone 
offered him a container of yogurt. He 
drifted over to her and I could hear them 
talking. He wandered around talking to 
other women and kids and then went 
back up to childcare. I felt like a final 
weight had been lifted-- there was no big 
deal about him at all! He was just another 
child-- his sex was no issue here-- he was 
just another black child. 

We stayed at the conference from 2:30 
pm to 8:30 pm, attending workshops in 
Networking, Writing and Publishing, 
Art of Black Lesbians, Black Lesbian 
Parenting, African Goddesses, and Black 
Women in Archaeology, Many of the 
workshops took place simultaneously, 
sO we missed some. Other offered 
workshops were Black Lesbians in the 
Law, Black Women in Prison, Transcul- 
tural Relationships, Child Custody, Film, 
Housing, Money Management and 
more. There were panel discussions, 
demonstrations, and entertainment, By 
8:30 we were all exhausted. There was 
to bea woman’s dance later that evening, 
and I ached to go, but I knew I was just 
too tired. We headed forthe subway and 
saw on the trains many women from the 
conference-- no wonder, there had been 
over 300 women here today. 

Sunday morning Joyce woke up with 
a sore throat. She cursed, knowing that 
she was getting sick and didn’t want to 
be. After breakfast she and | decided 
that we wouldn't go back to the confer- 
ence. She was feeling less and less well, 
David had become involved in a “space 
Invaders” video game, and J worried 
about being stranded on the highwa 
after dark in a dead car. Joyce aha 
Prepared for our trip back to Springfield. 

Allin all. I felt empowered and envi 
Orated. I felt as if I'd been to a ee 
reunion and discovered 300 long ioe 
cousins, It was comforting not to have to 
one how my child is being treated ina 
aan Space. It is wonderful, too, 


me ra not to be the only black lesbian 


“We believe that there is a strong connect! 
pornography and the increase in rape, batteringi! i 


children.” 


“Pornography is protected in part by women's reluctance to speak out 
against it for fear of ridicule and rejection by men. . . .We believe that the 
recent growth in violent pornography is, in part, a reaction to the Women’s 
Movement by men who cannot accept women as equals.” 


These q 

Hotes wer, 
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Pornography nt from Women Against 
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Photos by Amy Jenness 


‘dion between the spread of 
ng of women, and molesti ng of 


a 


“We do not believe that pornography is a harmless outlet for sexual fantasies. 
We believe it serves as a 


le be powerful agent of socialization and that it 
legitimizes acts of violence against women,” : 


“Pornography denies us our rights to define and control our own sexuality: it 
is sexual violence, not liberation.” 


- 


rataretetate een arecerelelalet 


“We define pornography, like rape, in terms of power, and we are protesting 
the physical and psychological violence and degradation of women in 


popular pornography.” 
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children to bed. But she lives; for great poets 
do not die; they are continuing presences; 
they need only the opportunity to walk with 
us in the flesh.” Virginia Wolff. 


by Iris Young 


“Women traveling into feminist time/space 
are creating Hag-ocracy, the place we govern. 
To govern is to steer, to pilot. Weare learning 
individually and together to pilot the time/ 
spaceships of our voyage. The vehicles of our 
voyage may be any creative enterprises that 

rthers women’s process. The point is that 

they should be governed by the Witch within- 
-the Hag within.” Mary Daly. 


of poems soon to be published, “A Wild 
Patience Has Taken Me This Far.” She told y 
us these poems are about recovering our 
history and preserving it against the 
present cultural tendency to forget stages | 
of our process and so lose them. One : 
poem expressed the struggle of preser- || PONDERS THE POSSIBILITY OF A CHANGE 
; ini self vation in the image of a summer sun : 
Renin sani Bune pe covered over with mist that sunburns 
besides, it’s not feminist to have heroines. Bs arms of a rower as she pulls toward 
rid developments make me socynical SMore. : | 
ne I have Shnats no sweet tears ates Rich has herself given us much of that Ht 
left for anything, history in Of Woman Born, where she | 
But that Saturday night, as I sat crouch- dared to assert that there was a time 1A 
ed on the floor of an overflowing Wright before patriarchy. One poem asked us 
Hall Auditorium, my eyes welled with to recall that history is seeing the bent] 
admiration as I watched Adrienne Rich figure of a Navajo woman in Arizona 
walk slowly toward the podium. selling beadwork on the roadside. Rich 
“There is truly a noble Hag,” I thought, uncovered her for us as the noble Sha- 
almost out loud, “a modest Amazon!” Man buried under the sediment of cen- | 
She spoke to us warmly, with a matter- turies’ long brutaliziation, trivialization 
of-fact brilliance. and commercialization. 


MANA GABILITY 


This was a benefit for Necessities/ _ We sighed quietly with wonder asshe : — - 
Necessidades, the battered women’s finished each poem. | am grateful to From the brambled air a , Know him who was created this wreck 
shelter in Northampton, which, like the Adrienne Rich, for acheiving greatness Seer Sways in her dream. This woman's and discover it as his myth. Then, 
other women’s shelters in the Valley, of spirit and giving us wisdom without voice lifts from the muted canyon retrieve your soul beyond. 

cannot continue without more funds. It ceasing to be an ordinary sister. Only crouching _ the cracked clay earth, Walk on the waters of your sisters 
concluded a week of activities sponsor- those who don’t seek admiration the poet whispers visions of Draw from the well of your sisters. 

ed by Valley women’s shelters to increase deserve it. oo ee wae laconically rolling underground. 
awareness about violence against wo- Besides the autumn poet sing ee me he ae sleep the Light years out of the desert, 
men. All women are victimized as long A few prosaic days eee rows, OG ia ae poet and dreamer march together 
as some are beaten and raped; but this A little this side of the snow ee aie WEECS Parchea:: Not as one who shimmers in a vision nor 
evening we celebrated our sisterhood And that side of the haze. Riga t ae Pe gust-- tumble as one who sears her tongue. 
though the empowering magic of the ; roe aoe wat Under a new moon they stand 

: Emily Dickinson ano found end. tooeth e : 

common language that Rich has dreamed heard ree here ogether as Woman ina 
for us. A. we er fist sea of woman lives. Living-- 

“I told you in the course of this paper that i a aaa encean ewe a ee not Soe ee See te . 
Shakespeare had a sister.. .Now my belief is . : : : er unrelentlessly probes the fathers’ wounds, 
ae hae Sri cha fie, wiRsle a ae i Upon Hearing Adrienne Rich: swabbing pearls of sweat Discovering not one life or two, but 
was buried at the crossroads still lives, She March 14, 1981 from the salt-washed face, an evolution of a culture; a full-blown 

lives in you and in me, and in many other And the poet speaks to one awakened: civilization that won’t stand 

women who are not here tonight, for they are A woman sleeps in the desert Scrape your ‘tongue against your mouth; for lying dreams on any man’s sand. 


washing up the dishes and putting the at high noon disguising her thirst. Know you thirst! Fil Noel Toler 


Walk out of this blistered ground; 
\ We Don't Prescribe Glasses, \ 
| We Make Them 
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VELOUR SWEATPANTS 
Soft Durable 


Quality Material 
Tailor Made for You 
Variety of Colors and A Pocket! 
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HUMANE, PROFESSIONAL GROOMING 
OF DOGS and CATS 


Luxurious 


NORTHAMPTON 
PET GROOMING 
CENTER 
319 PLEASANT STREET 
NORTHAMPTON, MA. 01060 

(413) 584-7977 ED deVARENNES, PROP. 
NORMA SILLOWAY, GROOMER 


$15 A Pair - Call Marguerite Sheehan 268-3142 
Cotton Drawstrings Also Available 
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Seniors’ Option Service 
S Do you have elderly relatives in N.J.? 
Are you worried and concerned about them? 
B | e m Perhaps we can help. 
S es © are a complete professional 
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LG © Home Health Care * Legal Advico 
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© Nursing Home Counseling 
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Mother's Day March 


by Iris Young 


They're talking about winning a nuc- 
lear war in which the“ acceptable losses” 
of Americans might be 50 million. More 
than 15,000 people have died in the last 
year in El Salvador at the hands of a 
government and right wing terrorists 
who are supplied with arms and training 
from the U.S. Human services are being 
cut by more than 25 percent from the 
federal budget, but the military spending 
will increase by almost as much. 


“a 


. . especially in this time of 
military madness, the (Mother's 
Day) action deserves active 
support.” 


On two consecutive weekends in May, 
protestors will converge on Washington 
rallying against this fearful build-up. On 
May 3, the People’s Anti-War Mobiliza- 
tion will march to the Pentagon. On May 
10 and 11, the Mother's Day Coalition 
for Nuclear Disarmament will march 
through Washington, rally and lobby at 
the Capito] Building. 


The People’s Anti-War Mobilization 
is a broad coalition of activist groups and 
individuals. Endorsers include Gay 
Community News, Black United Front, 
Atlanta Women’s Health Center, Grey 
Panthers, Latin American Solidarity 
Committee, the National Anti-Draft Net- 
work, and many more. 


The march will call for a stop to arms 
build-up, an end to U.S. intervention in 
EI Salvador, money for jobs and human 
needs, an end to racism, repression and 
all forms of bigotry, and no draft. 
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We are a storefront co-op of around 400 
members, Members work in a variety of 
Ways to fulfilla1 1/2 hour work requirement 
Non-members are welcome to shop. We 
carry produce, daily, bread, grains, nut but- 
ters, oils, ete. 


Comer of Union & Market Sts, Northampton 
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Organizers plan to mobilize tens of 
thousands strong in a massive show of 


public outrage. 


The following week, on May 10, the 
Mother's Day Coalition for Nuclear Dis- 
armament will march through Washing- 
ton. Protesters will dress in grey and 
perform a dramatic reenactment of a 
nuclear war. The next day the coalition, 
which includes the Women’s Party for 
Survival, American Friends Services 
Committee, and Women’s Strike for 
Peace, will sponsor lobbying in Congress 
and will try to meet with the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff. 


The Mother's Day Action has been the 
subject of some controversy among 
women who participated in the Novem- 
ber Women’s Pentagon Action. About 
60 women who had participated in that 


On March 14, over 1,000 
people marched in Amherst 
against U.S. military involve- 
ment in El Salvador. A Val- 
ley-wide demonstration is 
scheduled for April 25 in 


Northampton. 

ae OS 
action went to the first planning meeting 
of the Mother's Day Action on February 
1. They arrived at the meeting to find 
that plans for the action had largely been 
made, and they felt that the organizers of 
the meeting did not acknowledge the 
organzing success of the November 
action. They were not happy with the 
narrow focus on nuclear disarmament, 
as opposed to the attempt to link broadly 
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Helen Caldicott. 


feminist issues with the anti-militarism 
that characterized the November action. 

At their March 1 follow-up meeting, 
the Women’s Pentagon Action Network 
decided not to formally participate in the 
organizing of the Mother's Day Action. 
The consensus seemed to be, however, 
that especially in this time of military 
madness, the action deserves active 
support. 


Local organizing for the Mother's Day 
Action is by the American Friends Ser- 
vices Committee. The March 8 showing 
of “Eight Minutes Before Midnight”, the 
documentary film on Helen Caldicott, 
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Photo by Debbie Schafer 


will help pay for some people to go to 
Washington. Plans for a local support 
action also sponsored by Women for 
Survival on May 10 are also in the 
works. 


For more information on the Mother's 
Day Action events, contact Frances 
Crowe, 584-8975. 


For more information on the May 3 
People’s Anti-War Mobilization, write 
or cal] 234 Seventh Avenue, New York, 
NY, 10011, 212-741-0633 or 212-989- 
3932. 


fesbian feminist therepy for women 


Offices in 
Northampton 
énd Amherst 


413-323-5946 


Mmaires 

@0 Oo Ue qd 
) 
os & 


g / 
f / 
‘\ es 
a? eas 
4 


andrea gallano-lemme 
patsy bones 


OPEN TUES. Thru SAT. 
225 Main St., Northampton 
CALL §84-5101 


| hair repair — permanent waves 


i 
| 


precision cuts — hair coloring | 


5 aa. 
Magazines} 
Downtown Amherst] 


549-6052| 


10-5:30 Daily 


Valley Women’s Voice page 12 


Controversy 


East C 


local women met with New England 
Women’s Cultural Festival organizer 
Wendy Axel to voice their anger and 
decide what to do about this controver- 
sial conference. The women felt intruded 
upon because Axel planned the festival 
to be held ona 700 acre farm in Plainfield 
June 11-14th without (1) asking local 
women to participate in the early plan- 
ning; (2) letting local women know 
about it before publishing it nationally, 
and (3) considering the locally organiz- 
ed women’s activities planned for this 
summer. The latter proved especially 
inconsiderate because the proposed fes- 
tival falls just one week before our own 


annual Wendell Women’s Festival. 
Even though the festival has been 
planned for over a year, there has been 
no publicity and very little contact with 
women here. A few local women who 
heard rumors of it last September tried 
several times to contact Wendy about 
her plans. She made her first trip here 
from California last week At the meet- 
ing, she stated that everything planned 
for the festival to this point was open to 
change except for the date. 
Her scenario goes like this: she expects 
5-6,000 women paying $45 in advance 
and $55 at the door. This charge in 
cludes meals. There will be no sliding 
scale but a limited number of work- 
scholarships and free passes (to be dis- 
tributed through women’s shelters). 
Male children under ten will be admit- 
ted. No menare involved with any of the 
organizing. There will be child care and 
wheel chair access. Beer will be available 
on grounds in cups so they will have 
some means of checking volitile situa- 
tions before they get out of hand. At 
present there is no plan to offer a reduc- 
ed rate or special parking to local women 
who want to commute. 

Wendy has only contacted about 18 
performers so far. She has already 
received confirmation from Chris Wil- 
liamson. Many area women have been 
boycotting Williamson since she per- 
formed here a few years ago because of 
her politics. Wendy said that she felt it 

was necessary to attract women of dif- 
ferent backgrounds to have a big name 
and that she was not aware of this area’s 
attitude toward Williamson. She agreed 
that many of the other performers, crafts- 


women, organizers and crew will come ' 


from this area. : 

Axel suggested that the Wendell Fes- 
tival either be held within the N.E. 
Festival or that’ it be postponed until 
later this summer. If it is held within the 
festival, the smaller indoor stage of the 
two stages planned could be for local 
talent only. If it is held later, Ms. Axel 
would support it by helping with pro- 
motion. Either way, energy will be 
drained from the grass-roots Wendell 
Festival. 

The meeting decided to form a liason 
committee of ten volunteers to meet 
without Wendy on Saturday. They plan- 


586-3305 


The Madeleine 
Fine clothing for . 
women and men 


Big Sale! 


20% off all items 
50% off coats 


150 Main St. Northampton 
2nd floor Thorne’s 


Thursday nights until 9 


FReDA Li. Span,MEp. \\ 


“psychotherapist 
[| Conz ST. 


NORTHAMPTON 70%°2102 ! 


further. Area women wishing to partic- 
ipate in making a decision about our 
response to the festival need to attend 
this meeting. A great deal of work needs 
to be done before June. 


Erin Freed 
Dear VWV, 


This letter is coming out of the sincere 
concerns of many women about the East 
Coast Women’s Festival taking place in 
the summer. Many of us have tried to 
work on this festival and our input has 
been met with much resistance. Because 
we feel that the organzational tactics 
used for this festival are in direct contra- 
diction with the values and ideals of 
women’s culture we would like to inform 
the community of these issues. 

(1) Anti-racist work is not a priority of 
this festival. Although it has been pub- 
licized that 1/3 of the musicians are 
women of color, these women were 
chosen without consulting the Third 
World Women’s community. We feel 
there has been a lack of sensitivity and 
respect for the needs of Third World 
women. The repeated attempts of wo- 
men to try to incorporate anti-racist 
ideology into the organization of this 
festival have been thwarted. 

(2) The classist nature of the organiz- 
ation is clearly evident by the lack of a 
sliding scale, no community tent for 
women who cannot afford camping e- 
quipment, a very limited work exchange, 
etc. This has been highlighted by the 
producer's patronizing attitude that she 
is doing us a favor by organizing this 
festival and we are lucky to have what 
we can get 

(3) Some ofthe worst tactics of patriar- 
chal business management are being 
used, There is a grossly unequal and 


secret pay scale. Women are made to 
promise not to divulge how much money 


they are being paid to work on this 
festival .Recorded performers are being 
paid anywhere from nothing to $1700 
per show according to “who they are.” 
The organizers of services such as child- 
care, healthcare, merchants, etc. are of 
fered a flat fee of $150. These organizer 
positions are jobs involving several 
weeks of work requiring specialized 
skills and much responsibility. The 
producer of the festival tries to imple- 
ment these policies By appealing to 
women’s culture. Legal arguments are 
also used to defend these discriminatory 
policies. The obvious priority of this 
festival is making money. 

(4) Most of the paid positions at this 
‘event are being filled by women from 
the west coast, including most of the 
performers and chief lighting and sound 
technicians. This leaves volunteer and 
low-paying positions for New England 


women. There is also no special pro-_ 


vision for local performers to be heard. 
(5) There will be no “women only” 
space at this festival This shows a lack of 
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respect for women who feel the need to 
experience our culture without the pre- 
sence of males. (Boys under ten years of 
age are invited to participate, boys over 
ten will be camping with their mothers 
in an area on the grounds). 

(6) Publicity is being used to mislead 
women as to the true nature of this 
festival. Input that has been contributed 
has been used nowhere in the organiza- 
tion except for in the publicity. It states 
that outreach is being made to the Third 
World women’s community when, in 
fact, in attempting to participate in the 
festival, women of color have been met 
with racist attitudes and insults. The 
same thing has been true of lower income 
women trying to make this event access- 
ible to their sisters. 

We feel that we cannot let these things 
go on in the name of women’s culture. 
There is nothing wrong with having a 
financially successful event, but having 
that as a supreme value, sacrificing the 
way we treat each other, makes women’s 


culture a farce. We cannot promise not 
to tell about this ultra-conservative con- 
sciousness of the 80's that made its way 
into another major women’s event. The 
structure of this festival perpetuates and 
encourages the racism and classism al- 
ready a part of the women’s movement 
and our American society as a whole. 
We are saddened that treating each 
other with sensitivity and respect is too 
radical a concept for the East Coast 
Women’s Festival. 
We would appreciate your support. 

Please send responses to 3314 Rocham- 


beau Ave., Apt. 2, Bronx, NY 10467 or 53 
Picston Rd., Somerville, Ma. 02143. 


Jean Grassi, Carol Newhouse, 

Suzanne Jessie Peal (Shanbaum), Billie Potts, 
Lynette Oliver, Maxine Feldman, Hillery Kay, 
Anni Waterflow 


Dear VWV, 


Hearing that there was a“ little rumble 
in the Valley,” Wendy Axel, producer of 
the East Coast Women’s Music Festival, 
finally agreed to meet with Valley women 
at the Common Womon Club last Tues- 
day night (3/24). Wendy and 3 or 4 of 
her hired consultants soon found them- 
selves being confronted by 30-40 angry 
women. That same night women in 
Boston were meeting to try and figure 
out how or if they could support this 
festival Why are we angry? What are 
our concerns? Here's some of what you 
would have heard at the meeting along 
with explanatory notes and editorial 
remarks. 

Most of our anger stems from being 
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Susan Lindeman 


the last to-find out that a west coast 
woman has organized a huge east coast 
festival in one of the hill towns of our 
valley/community (Plainfield). Not only 
does this arouse feelings of intrusion and 
anger at the disrespect for, & lack of 
communication with us, & it’s being a 
form of imperialism; but it is politically 
undermining the work of many local 
groups in our area. It’s seeing us as 
consumers & not as a community witha 
culture of our own. 
One of the local groups and events 
being shoved out is the 4th Annual 
Wendell Women’s Music Festival 
(WWMEF) that was scheduled to happen 
at this same time of year. AS one woman 
put it, “It’s like having a small neighbor- 
hood market & around the corner comes 
Stop & Shop.” To which Wendy replied 
that she “didn’t know about the WWMF.” 
This was countered by another woman 
who said,” You knew about the Wendell 
Festival in December, because | told 
you.” A fourth woman remarked: “You 
have responsibility as a producer to pick 
a date and check it out.” 

When Wendell women first began 
meeting to plan this year’s festival and 
heard rumors of this other one, many 
calls were made to find out who the 
producers were. A letter was written 
more than a month & a half ago in an 
attempt to find out what was going on, 
when, & the possibilities of working 
together. There was no response. 
Wendy said she never got the letter 

amidst her flights back and forth across 
the country. 
Other areas of anger and concern are 
that third world women are notinvolwea 
in the organizing and planning, that no 
outreach has yet been done and that a 
white woman has just been hired as 3rd 
World Outreach Coordinator. Women 
are being hired from outside the area to 
play and work on the festivalwhen we've 
got a wealth of skilled musicians, trades, 
crafts & technical women plus organizers 
here. Emphasized by the fact that Frank- 
lin County is the poorest in the state, 
with one of the highest UE rates 
along with the fact that the N.E. region is 
economically hardest hit in the country. 
We cannot afford to have money drained 
out of our communities on a one way 
flight to the west coast. There’sa line-up 
of 20 plus w.c. musicians billed to play 
for around $15,000. No local musicians 
have been scheduled. Later in the mtg. 
Wendy offered local musicians space on 
the day stage but no $!! This is exemplat- 
ory of the pay inequities throughout. 
We have ecological concerns over the 
turn to next page 
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by Ellen La Fleche 


The national media has been sooth- 
ingly quiet about Toxic Shock Syndrome 
since the recall of Rely tampons domin- 
ated the attentions of the press in Sept- 
ember. And although rates of TSS 
declined steadily from last September to 
December, there is no guarantee that the 
disease will not again flair up to pre-Rely 
levels. In fact, some researchers feel that 
initial estimates of TSS risk-- about three 
per every 100,000 menstruating wo- 
men-- may have been too low, and may 
actually be as high as 15 cases per 
100,000. 

And while the medical mysteries sur- 
rounding TSS make for dramatic head- 
lines, there has been little media attention 
to a host of other health hazards that 
may be linked with tampon use. 

For example, a number of medical 


‘studies from the past 4 or 5 years have 


implicated tampons in the development 
of vaginal infections, cervicitis, (inflam-- 
mation of cervical tissue) and vaginal 
ulcerations. Evidences of “tampon-in- 
duced vaginal and cervical ulcerations’ 
were cited in a 1980 issue of the Journal of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology and in a 1977 
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continued from page 12 
land use & potential abuse & the impact 
of 4-6,000 women flooding into the 
valley & hill towns & its effect on these 


local communities. | : 
Wendy was ostensibly responding to 


our anger & concerns by saying that this 
is the point at which we can now have 
input, that she was open to some of our 
suggestions (that food be bought from 
Western Mass Food Coops instead of 
UM) and that it was stil] three months 
before the festival. However many wo- 
men were feeling distrust as to her 
sincerity and unsure about our working 
together. There seemed to be too many 
discrepancies floating around about 
Wendy saying one thing to one woman 
or group & another thing to others. 

A liason group of 9 women was form- 
ed to meet on Sat. to decide what changes 
we needed Wendy to make, how & if we 
could work with her & support this 
festival. We spent 7 hours outlining 25 
critical areas of concern & demand-- that 
if she wanted the support of our com- 
munity and Boston’s she would have to 
be willing to negotiate with us & follow 
through on points of agreement. We 
were preparing to meet with Wendy 
next week & to give her the benefit of 
our doubts; though all the while we held 
strong ambivalent feelings, seriously 
weighing whether at this late date (as it 
would be only 2 mos. away by the time 
we met w/her & any changes could 
begin to be made). Was it realistic to 
expect that a major festival such as this 
could safely happen, incorporating nec- 
essary changes, especially considering 
how much of it was still not formulated 
(ie. 3rd World outreach, no hired coor- 
dinators for local musician participation, 
healers, craftswimmin & ecology, as well 
as adequate security & parking systems)? 
We questioned also Wendy's business 
practices, her honesty & willingness to 
Teally work with us & not just yes us to 
death, trying to appease us with stall 
tactics. 

Meanwhile, a liason of Boston women 
were mtg, that same day & the majority 
voted non-support of the entire festival 
Many cultural event producers in this 
area & that, along with other women 
who had been meeting w/her for months 
& were sick & tired” of trying to work & 
negotiate w/her & felt that nothing would 
change at this point; hence their vote. 
Women here are expecting that we'll 
work in solidarity with Boston women. 

The situation is continuously chang- 


British medical journal. Fortunately, 
most vaginal ulcerations will heal after 
tampon use is discontinued. 


Complaints Not Heard 


When Proctor and Gamble conducted 
a test-marketing study of Rely tampons 
in 1975 in the Rochester, New York area, 
local newspapers printed stories about 
consumers who complained of vaginal 
soreness, irritations and nausea while 
using the then-new product. While 
Proctor and Gamble vigorously main- 
tained the success of this pre-marketing 
trial, the original polyurethane Rely 
base, which had been linked to animal 
cancer, was changed to a form of cellul- 
ose because women in the Rochester 
trial had voiced feelings that” Rely could 
cause cancer.” 

Although complaints of Rely's sticking 
to the vaginal wall and causing pain on 
removal trickled into P & G headquarters 
before and after the June outbreak of 
TSS, the company insists that Rely should 
not be singled out as dangerous. Accord- 
ing to the Wall Street Journal, (Sept. 19, 
80) “The company often boasts about the 
attention it pays toconsumer complaints. .... 
P & G says more than 30 physicians and 
scientists have checked upon the tampons 
ing. Another meeting is taking place 
tonight after the VWV goes to press, so 
please realize you will need an update 
by the time you read this. 

The issue of not supporting an East 
Coast Music Festival of the Arts, a large 
gathering of women & culture, where 
networks & coalitions have an oppor- 
tunity to be formed isa painful one for all 
ofus. We are not doing this out of spite. 
We all have various interests in seeing a 
festival happen in this area & are not into 
trashing one woman who has taken the 
initiative to organize such an event. Our 
hesitations come from very serious pol- 
itical concerns & our direct efforts at 
negotiating with Wendy; who has con- 
sistantly alienated many groups & indiv- 
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iduals across the country by her actions. 

As one woman asked her Tuesday 
night: “Is this the first time you're hear- 
ing this?’” Wendy replied :” Nope.” Then, 
we asked, “Why is it happening again?” 


Dottie Serena 

from talking & working out 

thoughts & facts with many other 
women, too numerous to mention here. 


Dear VWV, 


It sounds like cause for jubilation-- the 
news of an East Coast Wimmin’s Music 
Festival at which thousands of wimmin 
will gather, wimmin coming south from 
as far as Quebec, north from NY or 
Washington to gather June 11-14 in one 
of our Valley Hill Towns, Plainfield, Ma. 

But. . .but. . .How can one explain the 
fact that no one in the Valley or the Hill 
Towns knew anything about his festival? 

Who organized it? Who put up the 
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safety and that the company has sought 
additional advice since the June reports 
that linked tampons with toxic shock” 

Apparently, P & G will listen to doct- 
ors and scientists, most of whom have 
never had the chance to use menstrual 
products, rather than giving credibility 
to women’s complaints! 


Tampon Warnings in 1942 


In fact, evidence suggesting a host of 
tampon-related problems had been a- 
vailable in the medical literature as early 
as 1942, whena study ina British medical 
journal linked tampons with occurrances 
of cervicitis and vaginitis. A 1959 study 
in Arizona Medicine stated that the “con- 
tamination with fecal matter and micro- 
organisms” of the withdrawal string 
could lead to vaginal contamination and 
infections. But it took the deaths of more 
than 70 women from TSS for tampons to 
be taken seriously by the FDA and by 
tampon manufacturers themselves. Tam- 


pons -have traditionally been classified | 


as non-medical devices by the FDA, 
basically meaning that they did not have 
to undergo pre-market medical testing. 

Some physicians, especially in the 
40’s and 50’s when mass-marketed tam- 
pons were new, did advise their clients 


money necessary for an operation on 
this scale, and what financial expectations 
are involved? What does it mean to have 
West Coast musicians and technicians 
flown in, while wimmin in this area find 
out about the festival by chance-- from 
announcements in the New York and 
Boston papers, six months after the orig- 
inal plans were made? What will the 
effects be on local events, particularly 
the Wendell Wimmin’s Music Festival, 
working toward its fourth year, built on 
hard cooperative work, little money, and 
fine musicianship? 

AND: if townspeople and farmers in 
Plainfield and surrounding towns should 
object (with or without cause) to what 
they may perceive as an invasion of their 
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quiet area by thousands of women, with 
possible attendant damage to roads, etc, 
will the wimmin who live, work and 
farm in these towns, particularly les- 
bians, be left to bear the brunt of resent- 
ment after the festival-- after the depart- 
ure of those who planned and particip- 
ated in the festival but do not live here? 
Above all, why were no wimmin in the 
Valley or Hill Towns consulted? Cer. 
tainly not for lack of a richly developed 
wimmin’s culture! Why were no local 
musicians, technicians, craftswimmin, 
carpenters, etc. included in the planning 
stages? 

These and other concerns were ex. 
pressed at the Common Womon on 
March 24 ata meeting with Wendy Axel 
the festival's promoter, Wimmin felt 
that this descent upon an economically 
depressed area (a serious day-to-day 
problem for many wimmin struggling to 
survive) in order to hold a huge festival 
and then leave, taking the proceeds 


* 
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against continuous use of tampons dur- 
ing menstruation. Dr. Daniel Maguire, 
in a 1966 issue of the Journal of South 
Carolina Medical Association, wrote, “Cot- 
ton is a foreign body. When inserted in 
any of the body orifices for any length of 
time, a foreign body reaction results.” (1)- 

Many women also had doubts about 
tampons, with 30 percent chosing rarely 
if ever to use them. Said one 31 year old 
woman this past summer, “I never 
thought it was safe to have something 
inside me for 5 or 6 days. I never wore 
tampons.” 

Another Valley woman said that she 
feels that tampons increase the severity 
of her menstrual cramps. “I think it 
blocks the cervix and makes my uterus 
work harder to expel its contents.” 

After news about toxic shock syn- 
drome bombarded the media, tampon 
sales immediately dropped about 25%. 


Double Dilemma for Women 


The potential hazards of tampons and 
more recently with menstrual sponges 
create a two-pronged dilemma for wo- 
men of menstruating age. First, there is 
not enough evidence to enable us to 

turn to page 14 


elsewhere (the West Coast, primarily) 
smacked of exploitation, of the pattern 
of imperialism-- especially when, after 
wimmin had forced a meeting with the 
promoter, they were first of all invited to 
contribute their help with things like the 
logistics of parking. Wendy's having 
hired an industrial chef from Boston to 
supply the food seemed insensitive to 
local food co-ops and restaurants. 

Wendy Axel listened patiently to ob- 
jections, claiming that that the final de 
cision on whether the festival would be 
held lay with the wimmin who live here. 
But when she said that these festivals 
don’t really start to make money until 
the third or fourth consecutive year, we 
felt the existence of some clearly formed 
long-range intentions. I am convinced 
that she believes what she says when she 
claims that she is moved by a desire to 
create political ties between women, 
more than by a desire to make money. 
But we are left with the puzzling ques- 
tion of why she did not deal openly with 
those who live here-- especially in light 
of her admission that this pattern, of 
planning a festival and then confronting 
outraged local wimmin, is not new to her. 

What is likely to happen? Since I left 
Tuesday night's meeting before its con- 
clusion I can only speculate on the 
strength of my impressions. My guess is 
that the festival will take place, and that 
there will not be a boycott. Itseems likely 
that as a result of the meeting Tuesday . 
night, Wendy Axel will include some 
local musicians, though the major part of 
the proceeds will go to West Coast mus- 
ians; that she will offer some jobs to local 
craftswimmin, carpenters and technic- 
ians, and involve Valley wimmin in some 
.of the planning from this point on. 
Wendy listened to suggestions for a 
somewhat smaller music festival-- as she 
listened to all suggestions-- but I doubt 
that the large plans are subject to change. 

And it might prove to be a great 
festival! I still find my mind turning over 
some questions: (1) Is it necessary, given 
our world, to be so highhanded, imper- 
ious and secretive in order to pull off a 
festival of this magnitude (Hope not!) (2) 
Will Wendy (or some other promoter) 
follow the same process the next time she 
plans a festival-- anywhere? And (3) if 
local farmers and townspeople resent 
the influx of thousands of wimmin, and 
possible ecological damage, will local 
feminists, especially lesbians, be left to 
bear the brunt of this resentment? That’s 
the question to which we are likely to 
find an answer. 


Lorie Leininger 
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Tampons 
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weigh the relative risks of tampons vs. 
pads, sponges, or other menstrual de- 
vices such as the Tassaway. (2) 

Some unanswered questions about 
tamponsare: What effects might chronic 
vaginal ulcerations have on a woman’s 
health twenty years from now? Are 
certain Women more at risk of tampon- 
induced ulcerations or cervicitis? What 
effects might these vaginal changes have 
on DES daughters or women taking 
hormonal contraceptive pills? What are 
the potential health hazards if spermic- 
ides or other chemicals come in contact 
with vaginal ulcerations? How should 
tampon-induced cervicitis be medically 
treated, if at all? Do the chemicals in 
deoderant tampons present any risk of 
cancer? 

The second side of the tampon coin 
the mythology surrounding menstrua- 
tion and women’s performance. On a 
talk show on TSS last September, the 
male announcer asked a guest speaker 
from the FDA whether or not TSS had 
now “pushed women back into the Dark 
Ages of pre-tampon times?” 

Tampon advertisements reinforce 
these images of freedom, mobility, so- 
phistication and liberation. Said one 

woman after toxic shock publicity, “I 
can’t totally give up tampon use because 
of the association in my mind that I'd be 
giving up a portion of my freedom and 
my feminism. ButI’m perfectly comfort- 
able about using pads for about half my 
period.” 

So deeply ingrained is this “tampons 
means freedom’ attitude that March 
1981 article in Ms. urged parents of 
young daughters to introduce them to 
tampons as soonas possible: “She should 
know that virgins can wear tampons; for 
the sake of her mobility and comfort, 
persuade her to try them. Help her 
experiment with the various tampon 
styles. . It can literally change a girl's life 
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to wear her sanitary protection on the 
inside, where it is forgettable.”(3) 

Thus, the message is that menstruation 
should remain in the closet a hidden 
secret, even if it means that 13 and 14 
year old girls should be persuaded to try a 
product that has many unknown implic- 
ations for their health Because the 
vaginas of young girls are smaller than 
those of adults, tampons may be even 
more abrasive to them! The same issue 
of Ms, had a three page advertisement on 
the safety of o.b. tampons. “Even 
before Johnson & Johnson introduced 
o.b. to America, it had been used suc- 
cessfully for up to thirty years by women 
in other countries,” read part of this ad. 

Women researchers need to find out 
which women in which countries have 
worn o.b. tampons for the past thirty 
years! Once again, women in Third 
World countries have been used as 
guinea pigs for a potentially dangerous 
product. 

Tampon manufacturers are running 
scared by the current drop in sales. A 
new T.V. ad for Tampex tampons depicts 
young, light-skinned women in bright 
white cottony clothing. The image meant 
to be imparted is that Tampex tampons 
are now pure, safe, and snow-white 
sterile. 


Making Personal Decisions 


Whatever our personal decisions a- 
bout menstrual care, it’s clear that wo- 
men-controlled research is a necessity in 
the.area of menstruation. Women have 
always fashioned menstrual devices from 
whatever substances were available in 
their culture-- grass and roots in Africa, 
papyrus in Egypt, and vegetable fibers in 
Indonesia. The chances are good that 
we can decrease our dependence on 
tampon and pad manufacturers by de- 
veloping our own creative devices for 
collecting those few spoonfuls of blooda 
month. Some women use their dia- 
phragms as a menstrual collection de- 
vice for the lighter parts of their periods. 
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When scanning the traditional media 
for precious tidbits of information about 
women’s health, we should remember 
that press releases are not always timed 
for the purposes of educating us about 
our health. During the Rely incident last 
September, the FDA timed their press 
releases to exert the maximum amount 
of pressure on Proctor and Gamble. The 
immediate goal of the FDA was to play a 
game of political football, not to inform 
or reassure women who were trying to 
make informed decisions about their 
periods and who were confused, angry 
and concerned about TSS. 

Wayne L. Pines, associate commis- 
sioner for public affairs at the FDA, was 
quoted by the Wall Street Journal: 


Companeras/ 
Shelter 


continued from page 1 
court departments and the Mass. Law 
Reform Institute have written such a- 
mendments. These amendments, spon- 
sored by Sen. Sharon Pollard of Rep. 
Barbara Gray, have been before the 
Judiciary Committee for two years and 
-have never made it out of committee. It 
is imperative that they be passed this 
year. 

Most importantly, these amendments 
would clarify police responsibilities re- 
garding arrests and service of protective 
orders. Because police responsibilities 
were not spelled out in the Abuse Pre- 
vention Act. their interpretation of them 
has varied widely throughout the state. 
One of the most blatant examples of this 
is the city of Holyoke, where battered 
women are themselves responsible for 
seeing that orders are served on their 
abusers, Needless to say, it is extremely 
difficult for someone who has just been 
beaten to return to the scene with papers 
ordering her husband or lover to cease 
abusing her, or to leave the home. It is 
no easier for the woman to find someone 
else to serve the order. Moreover, it is 
dangerous. 
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Jane Schraft, a counselor-advocate at 


“Throughout the series of events with 


Rely, we made sure the press was notified 
so as to keep the story alive. We wanted 
to saturate the market with informatior. 
on Rely. We deliberately delayed issuing 
press releases for a day to maximize the media 
impact.” 
It’s time for women to take the men out 
of menstruation!! 
(1) Originally quoted in the Boston Globe, March 15, 
1981 p. B4. 
(2) Tassaway is a plastic cup-like device used by some 
women tn the carly 70's, I is plastic and therefore 
reusable, Thus, it was found non- profitable by manu- 
facturers and is no longer made in this country. 


(3) Ms, March, 1987. “Parenting: Talking about 
Menstruation” by Letter Cotten Pagribin, p. 74. 
Womanshelter/ Companeras, knows 
how difficult the law can be to imple- 
ment. “People criticize battered women 
for not going to court,” she notes, “but 
how cana woman see that as an option if 
the likelihood is that she'll be in greater 
danger after taking out orders?” In 
addition, the violation of these orders in 
named a criminal offense, but it is not 
always treated as such. There is no 
guarantee that a woman will be safer 
after seeking legal remedies. The new 
amendments would help to clarify this 
aspect of the law. 

The importance of the amendments to 
the Abuse Prevention Act is seen by 
organizations besides those already di- 
rectly connected with shelters. The 
Massachusetts Women’s Political Caucus 
and the Women’s Legislative Caucus 
have made the amendments their top 
priority for this year. Shelters in the 
Mass. Coalition of Battered Women Ser- 
vice Groups and the Mass. Association 
of Social Workers are joining them in 
this effort. This year, they believe, will 
be the last chance to get the amendments 
through the legislature. 

Valley women are encouraged to par- 
ticipate in this collective lobbying effort. 
Anyone interested in writing letters ot 
talking to their representatives should 
contact Jane Schraft at 536-1629 or 
Cindy Chin at 617-426-8492. 
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Nancy L. Hancock 
Janet M. Sheppard 
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by Carey Caccavo on view this month at 
paintings eae Coffechouse, Northampton. 
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Friday 3 
2 contradance. w/ Heather McLaughlin, 
$e g Jookie Schwab. Abey- Bucktand Hall, 
: Collegem S. Hadley. 8:30 beginners’ 
ponsored by MHC Woman's Center, 


saturday 4 


ever Variety Show & Dance: Polish Home, 


Northampton. 8 pm. sharp. Info: 584-4589, 
y Common Womon. 


aa Hotyoke 


spring F 

Peat! S* 

sponsored b 
Chodesh: Jewish New Moon Ritual for women. 


7pm 35 Nonheast St. Amherst. 
p 


sunday 5 


women’s Ritual Group: mects ist & 3rd Sunday of 
every month, 7 pm. at Chrysalis, N’hampton. Info: 
565-4705. 


judy Polan: Leverett Craftsmen @ Artists’ Center. 2 


om Free 

valley Women Artists Exhibition Gallery Talk: Anne 
yacher will discuss artists’ work at 2 pm., Hamp- 
eae coitege Gallery. Amherst. Info: 549-4743 eves, 


Monday 6 


film Madame Rosa Starring Simone Signoret, Free 
nim 131 Engineering East. UMass. Sponsored by 
yMass Hillel. 


Tuesday 7 


Violenco Against 3rd World Women: 3rd World 
Women's Colloquim Series. Ururi Amini, facilitator. 
Am 801, Campus Center, UMass. tnfo: §45-0883. 


Wednesday 8 


filmy Antonia: Portrait of a Woman (1974) Directors 
Jill Godmilow, Judy Collins. About conductor Anton- 
1a Brico & her struggles to trrumph professionally. 7 
pm. Forbes Library, N’hampton. Free. 


Planning meeting: Mother's Day Washington Action 
7 pm, Upstairs at Casa Latina, N/hampton. 


March: To show concern for Children in Atlanta. 7 
am Meet at Amherst Common, high school, junior 
high. Elmwood Elem. Sponsored by People Con- 
cerned for Those in Atlanta, Info: 256-6902, 


Thursday 9 


El Salvador Rally: meeting to plan for march & rally 
wWton April 25 & nationwide march in WEashing- 
tor May 3. Campus Center, Rm. 803. 4 pm. 

VWA Exhibition Gallery talk w/Anne Mochon. 8 pm. 
Ser Apr. 5 

Lecture: Issues of Race, Class & Sex Among 3rd 
World People: Dr. Antonia Pantoja & Dr. Wilhamia 
Peiry. 7:30 pm.. Converse Hall, Red Rm., Amherst 
College. Signed for learning impaired, childcare & 
wheelchair access., info: 542-3082. 


Lesbian/Gay Rights 
Legislation 


There are two lesbian/gay rights bills which neve 
been introduced into the 1981 session of the Mass- 
achusetts legislature: 

4.4134. Defining the right to work on an equal basis 
public employment, this bill would make it illegal 
to discriminate in state and civil service employment 
en the basis of sexual preference. This bill has come 
very close to passing in past sessions. With your 
Support and effort, 1981 can be the year for passage. 
H 4076. Making it an unlawful practice to discrimin- 
ate based on sexual preference. This bill wauld make 
dscrimination based on sexual preference illegal i 
housing, credit, mortgages, public accomodations. 
employment. It does this by amending the existing 

Cwil eghts laws. 

See Dale LaBonte’s article “How To Write A Protest 

Letter” this issue for painters. 


Lesbian Alliance 
Network Phones 


The Valley Lesbian Alliance Network Phones are 

eaily humming. We have weekly information of 
™®erest to women. Keep us current! Call us if you 
have 4n event a3 well as when you need information. 
Network Phones are: 
665.4705 anytime, 253-3082 days, 774-5464 eves. 
PS Wimmin’s Yellow Pages is due to be published 
ang Aprit-early May. Anyone who has a coupon and 
sw Wants to submit, please do so. Forms can still be 
/O0Sstained by calling the Network Phones. 


Anti- Pornography 
Week of Outreach 


Women Against Violence in Pornography and 
Media is a Northampton-based group started this 
year i'n response to the increased prevalence and 
€xplicitness of violent and degrading depictions of 
amen in parnogrephy and the mass media. 

Our first mayor effort will be a week of education 
3nd autreach surraund the issue, beginning Monday, 
May 10 with the “Women Against Pornography” 
slide-show presentation. On Friday, 
May 9 there will be a march and rally through 
Amherst, to canverge at UMass with o teach-out. 


Contact Bonnie McKee at 586-1761 for further info. 


Friday 10 | 


Workshop: Third Wortd Women & the Women's 
Movement. WOMEN ONLY. See Apr. 9. Converse 
Hall. Amherst College. 4-6 pm. Workshop may repeat 
Sat if requested. Info: 542-3082. 


Womenin Publishing: Lecture-Discussion, Rm. 165, 
3 pm. Campus Center, UMass. 


Saturday 11 


Terry Garthwaite & Alive! at 8 pm., Chapin Aud., Mt. 
Holyoke College, S. Hadley. Wheelchair access, 
childcare by reservation only, Info or work exchange 
questions: 584-2637 or 586-3339. $6.50, 16 & 
under or 60 & over $4. Cosponsored by MHC 
Women’s Center. 


Crafts Fair & Sale: 10-5, Polish-American Home, 
Pearl St, N'hampton. Info & applications: Beth at 
584-4580. Sponsored by MOLE (Made of Lesbian 
Energy) 


Sunday 12 


Mary McCaslin in concert at the Iron Horse C offee- 
house, Northampton. 


Common Womon Club 


The Common Womon is currently looking for two 
new collective members-- one full-time and one part- 
time worker. Please call 584-4580 for detailed 
information. Interviewing will begin some time iv 
April and we will be asking for resumes. 

Common Womon has started a series of spring 
cultura! events on Sunday evenings at the Club, The 
Coffeehouse opens at 7:00 and performances begin 
at 8:00. Coffee, tea, and a variety of desserts are 
available before the performances and during inter- 
mission. Info: 584-4580. 


Reproductive Freedom 


The Committee for Equal Rights and Reproductive 
Freedom will be holding an open meeting on March 
10, in Room 802 CC, UMass Campus. We are 
planning organizing against the Hyde Amendment, 


the Human Life Amendment, and the so-called Hu- 


man Rights Bill. Come at7 pm. to help fight for every 
woman's right to choose! 


E! Salvador Film 


Unity/ Unidad, a coalition of organizations on the 
UMass campus, has purchased the video El Salvador. 
Another Vietnam and is offering it to the community 
for showing. This video was made in December, 
1980 by Glenn Silber, who also directed The War at 
Home. a film about the anti-war movement in the 
1960's. The video was funded by the World Council 

hurches and includes an interview with Sister Ita 
one ne of the Maryknoll Sisters murdered in El 
ani * rby government security forces. The video is 
es, over the country on public television. 
r to borrow the film, call the SCERA 
t 545-0341 or 545-0342. 


being aired all 
For more info o' 
Anti-racism Team a 


Conference for Rural 
American Women 


heast Conference for Rural American 


ort 
ape ne being planned for May 17-19 at the 
Ae ne Center, UMass, Amherst. The theme of 
‘onfe 


ference is “strengthening ourselves & our 
1 aS aaa with special emphasis on what rural 
Se ino and can do at personal, economic & 
Sais etele to meet local & regional needs. 
ae erence will include delegates from the 
N De ed six other Northeast Atlantic states & is 
co-sponsored by Rural American Women, inc. & the 


Calendar 


border by Carey Caccavo 


April 11 


1g in Verdi's Requem: 


t 


i 


Il s 


yo wi 
at Springfield Symphony Hall and Sunday, April 12, 


8 pm. at the UMass Fine Arts Center. 


Martina Arro 


Barbara Stack: at the CoffeeHouse at the Common 
Womon, 78 Masonic St, N hampton. Coffeehouse 
opens 7 pm., performance 8 pm. 


Monday 13 


FILM: Atom & Eve, and Wamen Against Viclence 
Against Women in Media. Slideshow. 7 pm. 
Jackson St, School, N'ton. Info & childcare, final 
confirmation of place: Nisa at 586-1148, Casa 
Latina, 586-1597. Cosponsored by Women for 
Survival and Casa Latina. 


Community Survival in the Age of Inflation: confer- 
ence at Hampshire Coll, Amherst. Info: Human 
Economy Center, 253-5428. 


Health & Safaty on the Jab: A Conference on 
Working Women. at Holyoke Camm. College, Holy- 
oke. Registration & info: 545-0883. 


Tuesday 14 


Valley Lesbian Alliance meeting at 7 pm. Call 
Network phones far info. 


Black Women & the Women’s Movement. See Apr. 7 


Cooperative Extension Service in each state. State 
planning committees are being setup whose respon- 
sibility it isto select 7 to 20 delegates from each state 
to attend the conference. These women will be 
chosen on the basis of their interest & indication of 
leadership qualities in basic areas of energy, food 
supply, health, land use & housing. The delegation 
will also reflect its state’s geographical, ethnic, 
economic and age diversities. 


Working Women's 
Health & Safety 


“Health & Safety on the Job: A Conference on 
Warking Women” wil! be held on Sat., Apr. 25 at 
Holyoke Community College. 

Through a program of speakers, workshops and 
panel discussions, participants will address occupa- 
tional hazards including radiation & chemicals, noise 
& overpowering machines, as well as issues of 
maternity/ paternity rights, reproductive rights, sexual! 
harassment & the special'problems faced by minority 
women workers. The conference will focus on ways 
to clean up the workplace. 

The conference is being sponsored by Women 
Organizing for Occupational Safety & Health 
(WOOSH). The facilities are wheelchair accessible & 
childcare will be provided. For registration info, call 
545-0883 or write WOOSH c/o Everywoman's Cen- 
ter, Wilder Hall, UMass. 01003. 


Feminism & Militarism 


A Conference for Women on Feminism & Milit- 
arism will be held April 10-12 at Camp Speers- 
Eljabar, D ingman’s Ferry, Pa. Fee. info: War Resis- 
ters’ League, 339 Lafayette St.. NY.- NY. 10012. 


4 Mother's Day Action 


On Mother's Day, May 10. women are being called 
to Washington to express our outrage concerning 
U.S. armaments policies & the abuse of our home 
earth by the nuclear powers. Locally, women of the 
Pioneer Valley will be gathering in an expression of 
solidarity with the D.C. action, to speak out with a 
strength that is not military, but is instead the power 


& hope of human beings joined in common Purpose, . 


We envision a coming together of women, of mothers, 
of daughters, of sisters who want both to promote 
disarmament & to share a vision of hope & mutual 
nurturance. We will come together to honor our 
Mother Earth & each other. We picture a woman's 
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Readings from the Lesbian Writing Group with Aya, 
Janet Aalfs, Angela Giudice, Judith Katz, Jamie Shea 
& Judie Whyte. 4 pm. 6th fl. Thompson Hall, UMass. 
Info: 545-1923. 


Liberation in Our Lifetime: A Call to Build a Revolu- 
tionary Anti-Imperialist Women’s Liberation Move- 
ment, Forum at UMass Campus Center, 7:30. Spon- 
sored by May 19th Communist Organization. 


Wednesday 15 


Live Performance Series: Elsa Cline, Debbie Lyons 
& Freda Sbar will interlace styles of voice & guitar to 
create evening of diverse music. Forbes Library, 7 
pm., N'ton. Free. 

El Salvador. Another Vietnam? will be aired on 
Channel 57 at 10 pm, 


Friday 17 


Symposium: Role of Asian Women in Asian & 
American Economic Development. Red Rm., Con- 
verse Hall, Amherst Coll. Info: 542-3082, 542-3201. 


Deadline: for Student Award Competition for Photo- 
graphic Art. Open to any UMass student. Info: 326 
Student Union. 


Tuesday 21 


Issues in Health Care for 3rd World Women: 3rd 
World Women's Colloquium Series. See Apr. 7. 


Earth Day: sponsored by the Coalition for Environ- 
mental Quality. If you want to help out or be a part in 
any way, call Ken at 549-4440 or 545-0618. 


Wednesday 22 


Demonstrate in Solidarity with Namibian people at 
Amherst Post Office, noon. Sponsored by John 
Brown Anti-Klan Society. 


Friday 24 


Joyce Mekeel, composer-- featured quest at concert 
of newly-commissioned works by women composers. 
Bezanson Recital Hall, Fine Arts Center, UMass. 8 
pm. Info: 545-1945. 


Saturday 25 


Mary Watkins, & Linda Tillery & Band. Polish Home, 
Pearl St., N'ton. Two shows 7 & 10 pm. $5. Info, 
childcare & work exchange: 584-2637, 586-3339. 
Variations in conj. w/Ceres. 


Tuesday 28 


Valley Lesbian Alliance meeting at 6:30. Potluck. 
Info: Network Phones. - 


3rd World Women in Bisiness: 3rd World Women’s 
Colloquium/Workshop Series. See Apr 7. 


Basotho: A Case Study in Migration & Health Care 
Delivery. Nellie Kanno, Dept. Public Health. 4 pm. 
Thompson Hall, UMass. Info: 545-1923. 


peace walk from Northampton to Amherst with a 
celebration in Amherst common as a finale. Any 
women interested in helping to plan or just particip- 
ating in the walk should come to the planning 
meeting on April 8, at 7 pm. at 19 Hawley St. N'ton. 
For more information, contact Marguerite 268-3142, 
Sarah 665-3478, or Pat 584-4218. 


Women for Survival: 
Who We Are 


In Feb. 1980, women concerned about nuclear power 
and technology formed “Women for Survival” to 
bring together Franklin and Hampshire County wo- 
men. The group received a small grant from the 
Haymarket Foundation. In the past year, “Women for 
Survival’ helped to organize the women's protest at 
United Technologies in Hartford; led a solidarity walk 
for the Black Hills Survival Gathering; gave present- 
ations to women’s groups in schaols, churches & 
conferences; campaigned for the Question 7 refer- 
endum; & are co-sponsoring a film series with Casa 
* Latina. 
“Women for Survival” is interested in building an 
open network of women's affinity groups working 
on various questions of survival. 


C. 


TAX SPECIALIST 


income Tax Preparation does not have to be mystifying 
or intimidating. Professional & reliable tax preparation & 
consultations by experienced preparers. Reasonable 
rates. Call 549-6707 for an appointment. Linda Shear 
and Deborah Jacobson. 


Introductory Massage and Movement Workshop 
for women. Learn to give and receive massage. 
Learn to use your body as a resource for greater self 
awareness and expression. Philosophy and phys- 
iology of body work will be discussed. 

Weekend workshop Saturday May 9th; 11-2, & 
Sunday; May 10, 10-2. $25-35. Weekend may be 
separately or in conjunction w/5 week class. Class 
starts Tuesday evening, May 12th, $40-50. For 
information and registration, call Brook at 586- 
0317 or 586-1979 oves. 


SOJOURN needs families, working women, or wo- 
men’s collectives to provide foster homes for adol- 
escent women unable to live with their natural 
parents. Home providers receive $82.74; ongoing 
support and supervision. For information, call Judith 
Fertitta at 586-6807, weekdays, 9-5. r 


Creeping into the eighties, we tend to 
forget those political actions of the pre- 
vious decade. The momentum of the 
sixties already being slowed by a 
rising national conservatism, resulting 
in backlash on most of those political 
gains. Feminism is taking its turn, and 
meeting with stiff resistance. 

The spring of 1978 was important for 
the 5 College Community and the rest of 
the Valley. Students were organizing, 
political groups were active, change was 
in the air. That spring. women occupied 
the offices of the Massachusetts Daily 
Collegian at UMass in protest of that 
-paper’s treatment of women’s news. 

The Collegian had been occupied a 
few years earlier by members of the 
Black Community, demanding equal 
news coverage in the paper. Within 
Hours, the decision was made to establish 
ine DIaCK Aftairs section in the Collegian. 
Black students would maintain editorial 
control and hold a,position on the Board 
of Editors. 

Whitmore Administration Building 
had been occupied by students that very, 
spring to protest the threat to student 
control of the Piermont Dormitory. 
Editorials appeared in the Collegian just- 
ifying occupation of a public building as 
a legitimate strategy. 

When it came time for women to 
demand control for their department, 
they were refused. The women de- 
manded one page a day for news over 
which the women’s department would 
have editorial control. The women cited 

as grounds the dearth of women’s news, 
its consistanty low priority placement in 
the paper, and the Collegiat’s refusal to 
accept advocacy journalism as legitimate. 
For weeks prior to this proposal, the 
Women’s Department had struggled for 
more news coverage. Suggestions had 
been made in the News Department that 
the whole Women’s Department be a- 
bolished and incorporated into news as 
“Women’s Beat.” News Editors had 
already voiced resentment over having 
to cover the events of International 
Women’s Week. It didn’t seem fair that 
women should have a week when men 
didn’t, argued opponents of the cele- 
bration. 

Hostility mounted: one editor took up 
cigar smoking in symbolic protest to 
Women’s Week. When asked by the 

Women’s Editor to refrain from smoking 
cigars in the office, a handful of other 
editors took up the offensive habit. The 
difficulties of working together seemed 
irreconciliable. Decisions about what 
would go into the paper and where it 
would be placed were being made by 
{those in the News Department already 


by Dale LaBonte 


Ronald Reagan makes sweeping pro- 
posals for ending inflation at the expense 
of human services, and Gov. King works 
to implement Proposition 2 1/2, but 
federal and state legislators move slowly, 
feeling out their constituencies. When 
paid lobbyists and Moral Majority “vol- 
unteers” flood offices with letters and 
petitions, we can do no less. Writing to 
legislators has more effect than casting a 
ballot every two years, but it takes more 
energy. And while it’s less exciting than 
a good demonstration, letter writing is 
an important tool of political action. 
Simple, straightforward messages that 
protest official actions or that support 
desired positions have weight 

There are several things to keep in 
mind when writing. Type or write 
clearly; be brief and tothe point. Include 
as much information as is necessary: the 
number and title of a senate bill or house 
resolution; names of sponsors of legis- 
lation; action desired of specific commit: 
tees, State how the issue_will affect you 
and. give reasons for your concern. If 


hostile to Women’s Week By April the 
situation was very bad. One staffer 
wrote a story for the April Fools edition 
entitled “Rape Legalized on UMass 
Campus.” The story ended on the 
‘humorous’ note of a gang rape of nine 
women by the male student senators. 
Women first were organized follow- 
ing a local appearance by writer/speaker 
Andrea Dworkin. Womer’s Editor Julie 
Melrose urged women to attend the 
Collegian Board of Editors meeting where 
the decision to grant control of women’s 
news to the Women’s Editor and guar- 
anteed space daily would be made. 
Over 100 women and sympathetic men 
appeared to support the proposal for 
Women’s Pages. The proposal also 
insured that very important stories relat- 
ing to women could appear as front page 
news stories, that women’s sports cov- 
erage could appear on the Sports page, 
that letters and editorials could appear 
on the Op Ed pages, but that space 
would be provided daily for feature 
stories of particular interest to women 
on: a separate Women’s Page. This 
would amount to three quarters page 
daily, with room for non-sexist ads. The 
space requested was no more than that 
allotted daily for comics! The Board, 
pressured by the crowd, reluctantly ap- 
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possible, follow up with a note of apprec- 
jation actions or votes you requested, 
especially when they indicate a change 
of previous position. Limit each letter to 
one topic to be more effective, but write 
as often as you like. One way to increase 
the audience of each message is to send 
copies of letters to the editorial page of 
the local newspaper. 

Letters about cuts in human services, 
aid to El Salvador, increases in the milit- 
ary budget, threats to reproductive rights, 
or other federal level issues can be 
addressed to: 

Rep. Silvio O. Conte 

2300 Rayburn Office Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
Rep. Thomas P. O'Neil 
2231 Rayburn Office Bldg. 


Sen. Edward Kennedy 
2237 Dirkson Office Bldg. 


Sen. Paul Tsongas 
342 Russell Office Bldg. 


Letters about reproductive rights, effects 
of Prop. 2 1/2, cuts in day care and 
special education on the state level can 
be mailed to Senators and Represent- 
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proved the proposal. 

Following this decision, however, was 
a show of bad faith by the Collegian 
editors, Members of the Board called an 
emergency meeting of all staff members 
to overturn the decision they had made. 
There was neither the time nor the 
resources for mustering again the sup- 
portive crowd which had left the Colleg- 
ian the previous night, victorious. 

Staffers at the emergency meeting 
were urged to “save the Collegiat’ by 
overturning the decision to grant control 
to the Women’s Department. The author 
of this account, then employed by the 
Collegian as an Issue Editor in the News 
Dept, appealed to the staff to act respon- 
sibly to the women’s community, to 
maintain the decision made by the Board 
in good faith, to keep control of the 
Women’s Dept. in the hands of the 
Womer’s Editor and her staff. Other 
staff members argued to overturn the 
decision on the grounds that they never 
read Black Affairs, and would never read 
women’s pages. The content, argued 
some, would not be of interest to the 
majority of the student population. The 
decision was overturned. 

The next day, women organized to 
peacefully occupy the offices of the 
Collegian in protest of the staff decision. 
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Sen. John W. Olver represents Amherst, North- 
ampton, Hadley, Easthampton, Hatfield, Granby, 
Pelham, S. Hadley and Williamsburg. 


Sen. Alan D. Sisitsky represents the Hilltowns. 


Rep. William P. Nagle, Jr. represents Northampton, 
Hatfield, Southampton and Westhampton. 


James G. Collins represents Amherst, Belcher- 
town, Granby and Pelham. 


William A- Carey represents Hadley, Easthampton, 
and S. Hadley. , 


Jonathan L. Healy represents the Hilltowns. * 


Listings of other legislators can be found in local 
libraries, from the League of Women Voters, and a 
great deal of resource material is available from the 
Direct Information Service at Jones Library in 
Ambherst. 


Information about specific legislation 
can be obtained from numerous local 
groups. Everywoman’s Center at UMass, 
545-0883, is a contact point for the Poor 
Women’s Task Force and Isis. PWTE 
continues to work on issues that affect 
women’s economic status along with 
access to childcare and other support 
services. Isis, a reproductive rights 
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ighty women entere sleeping 
bags and sat in without interfering with 
the regular Collegian routine. They were 
ignored and not taken seriously at all. 

When the last Collegian staffer left the 
office in the wee hours of the morning, a 
security woman was sent to the office. 

She was informed of the intention of the 
occupiers to lock out, and given the 
opportunity to leave. She decided to 
stay. . 
For twelve days the women remained 
inside, refusing access to Collegian staf- 
fers. Earthfoods, located in the Student 
Union, provided food. Vigils were held 
nightly outside the Collegiar’s doors. 
Telegrams came from world-known 
feminists, such as Simone de Beauvoir, 
Gloria Steinam, Elaine Noble and Kate 
Millet, all supporting the occupation. A 
rally of 2,000 heard Andrea Dworkin 
speak on the tactic of hurling accusations 
of lesbianism in an effort to undermine 
the legitimacy of feminist concerns. The 
women inside published two copies of 
the Massacusetts Daily Occupied Collegian - 
Both Feet in the Door. Meanwhile, verbal 
threats and abusive phone calls were 
received daily by the women inside. 

The negotiations between members 
of the Collegian and members of the 
occupation ended with the agreement to 
set up a Fact Finding Committee spon- 
sored by Chancellor Bromery. The 
occupiers came out singing after a long 
twelve days underground. 

The committee, which consisted of 
Collegian staff members, occupiers, faculty 
and administrators met that summer to 
come to a nonbinding decision of what 
would be done about women’s news in 
the Collegian. Testimonies of staff mem- 
bers, editors, occupiers, Women’s Stud- 
ies faculty and local feminist activists 
were heard by the committee. The final 
committee decision was that Women’s 
Pages should be created and controlled 
by a Women’s Editor and her staff. This 
nonbinding decision, however, had to 
be approved by the Collegian staff before 
being implemented. The suggestions 
made by the factfinding committee to 
the Collegian were rejected by a staff 
vote, So, we were back to the drawing 
board. 

The following fall, I joined the Wo- 
men’s staff as co-assistant Women’s Ed- 
itor with Chris Decker. Repeated efforts 
for editorial control were met with con- 
tinued resistance. We lasted about one 
month and resigned after Women’s Ed- 
itor Julie Melrose was replaced by a- 
nother woman committed to keeping 
editorial control in the News Department 


That's when I came to work on creating 
the Valley Women’s Voice. 


group, focuses on abortion rights and 
sterilization abuse in the context of a 
wide range of related social and health 
issues. The Coalition for Basic Human 
Needs is fighting federal and state cut- 
backs in human services and can be 
reached through the HCAC Neighbor- 
hood Center, 584-6863. Hampshire 
Community Action Commission is 
caught in the middle of these cutbacks, 
and the agency's publication, The County 
Voice/Noticiero Latino, is an important 
source of news, It is available at P.O, Box 
7, Northampton, 01060. 


Information on disarmament and the 
effects of militarism can be obtained 
through American Friends Service 
Committee, 3 Langworthy Rd, North- 
ampton, 584-8975, or Traprock Peace 
Center, Woolman Hill, Deerfield, Ma 
01342. A number of local groups are 
working on the issue of El Salvador and 
may be contacted at 253-3990 (Amherst 
Committee), 584-5358 (Northampton), 
or 584-0174 (Latin American Solidarity 
Committee), 


